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foreward

gehis
lehis vision
1

of the tree of
nephi 8

life

and it came to pass that we had gathered together all
manner of seeds of every kind both of grain of every
kind and also of the seeds of fruit of every kind
1

my
pass
to
while
that
father tarried in
it
behold 1I have
the wilderness he spake unto us saying
dreamed a dream or in other words 1I have seen a vision
3
and behold because of the thing which 1I have seen 1I
have reason to rejoice in the lord because of nephi and
sam for 1I have reason to suppose that they and also many
of their seed will be saved
4
but behold laman and lemuel 1I fear exceedingly
because of you for behold methought 1I saw in my dream a
dark and dreary wilderness
5
and it came to pass that 1I saw a man and he was
dressed in a white robe and he came and stood before me
6
and it came to pass that he spake unto me and bade me
follow him
7
and it came to pass that as 1I followed him 1I beheld
myself that 1I was in a dark and dreary waste
8
and after 1I had traveled for the space of many hours
in the darkness 1I began to pray unto the lord that he
would have mercy on me according to the multitude of his
tender mercies
9
and it came to pass after 1I had prayed unto the lord 1I
beheld a large and spacious field
10
and it came to pass that 1I beheld a tree whose fruit
was desirable to make one happy
2

and

came

x

it

to pass that 1I did go forth and partake
of the fruit thereof and 1I beheld that it was most sweet
yea and 1I beheld
above all that 1I ever before tasted
that the fruit1 thereof was white to exceed all the
whiteness that I had ever seen
12
and as 1I partook of the fruit thereof it filled my
soul with exceedingly great joy wherefore 1I began to be
desirous that my family should partake of it also for 1I
knew that it was desirable above all other fruit
11

and

13

and as 1I

came

cast

might discover my
and it ran along

eyes round about that perhaps 1I
family also 1I beheld a river of water
and it was near the tree of which 1I was
my

partaking the fruit
14
and 1I looked to behold from whence it came and 1I saw
the head thereof a little way off and at the head thereof
1I beheld your mother sariah
and sam and nephi and they
stood as

if

they knew not whither they should go
15
and it came to pass that 1I beckoned unto them and 1I
also did say unto them with a loud voice that they should
come unto me
and partake of the fruit which was

desirable above all other fruit
16
and it came to pass that they did come unto me and
partake of the fruit also
17
and it came to pass that 1I was desirous that laman
and lemuel should come and partake of the fruit also
wherefore 1I cast mine eyes towards the head of the river
that perhaps 1I might see them
18
and it came to pass that 1I saw them but they would
not come unto

me

and partake of the

fruit

and 1I beheld a rod of iron and it extended along the
bank of the river and led to the tree by which 1I stood
19

and 1I also beheld a strait and narrow path which
came along by the rod of iron even to the tree by which 1I
stood and it also led by the head of the fountain
inf unto a
founta
large and spacious field as if it had been a world
20

and 1I saw numberless concourses of people many of
whom were pressing forward
that they might obtain the
path which led unto the tree by which 1I stood
21

22

and

commence

come
pass
to
they
did
forth
that
it
in the path which led to the tree

came

XI

and

it
yea

to pass that there arose a mist of
even an exceedingly great mist of darkness
darkness
insomuch that they who had commenced in the path did lose
their way that they wandered off and were lost
24
and it came to pass that 1I beheld others pressing
forward and they came forth and caught hold of the end of
the rod of iron and they did press forward through the
mist of darkness clinging to the rod of iron even until
they did come forth and partake of the fruit of the tree
25
and after they had partaken of the fruit of the tree
they did cast their eyes about as if they were ashamed
26
and 1I also cast my eyes round about and beheld on
the other side of the river of water a great and spacious
building and it stood as it were in the air high above
the earth
27
and it was filled with people both old and young
both male and female and their manner of dress was
mocking
were
and
exceedingly ffine
they
of
in
the
attitude
lne
ine
and pointing their fingers toward those who had come at
and were partaking of the fruit
28
and after they had tasted of the fruit they were
ashamed because of those that were scoffing at them and
they fell away into forbidden paths and were lost
29
and now 1I nephi do not speak all the words of my
23

and

came

father

to be short in writing behold he saw other
multitudes pressing forward and they came and caught hold
of the end of the rod of iron and they did press their
way forward continually holding fast to the rod of iron
until they came forth and fell down and partook of the
fruit of the tree
31
and he also saw other multitudes feeling their way
towards that great and spacious building
32
and it came to pass that many were drowned in the
depths of the fountain and many were lost from his view
wandering in strange roads
33
and great was the multitude that did enter into that
strange building
and after they did enter into that
building they did point the finger of scorn at me and
those that were partaking of the fruit also but we heeded
them not
30

buto
but

XII
xii

these are the words of

34

heeded them
35
my

had

fallen

away

my

father

for as

and laman and lemuel partook not of the

father

many

as

fruit said

and it came to pass after my father had spoken all
the words of his dream or vision which were many he said
unto us because of these things which he saw in a vision
he exceedingly feared for laman and lemuel yea he feared
lest they should be cast off from the presence of the
36

lord

and he did exhort them then with all the feeling of a
tender parent that they would hearken to his words that
perhaps the lord would be merciful to them and not cast
them off yea my father did preach unto them
37

after

he had preached unto them and also
prophesied unto them of many things he bade them to keep
the commandments of the lord and he did cease speaking
unto them
38

and

xiii

chapter one
introduction

to have felt the exhilaration
of renewal one is certainly the last to know
whether such a change actually took place or
whether one is just restating in a slightly
when one imagines

different

obsessions

mode

earlier

paul de

and

unresolved

man

study of the tree of life has been a rebirthing
rebirth ing
by rebirthing
rebirth ing 1I mean the lengthy process that opened my
mind to the depth and dynamics of a symbol and to the
mind
reaches of the ninda
rebirth ing that rekindled my love
mindaa rebirthing
my

for literature
the tree in fact signifies rebirth
the regenerative powers of the tree can be seen in tree
mythology

cross a
crossa

christianity worships a christ who hung on a
might
mankind
be
tree
reborn
the
that
treethat

scandinavian god odin hung himself upon the great ash
yggdrassil for nine days to obtain great knowledge and
immortality
frazer takes the title of his work the
golden bough from the branch that enables aeneas to cross
the threshold of death yet return to life
myth
orer
folklore
folkl
oref and poetry contain so much tree
imagery that it is not surprising to find the tree with
its mythical implications in scripture biblical prophets
condemn worship of ashteroth the tree goddess yet the
genesis tree itself symbolizes ilfe
tree
life forever

2

is particularly important to the latterday
latter day saint
scriptural companion to the bible the book of mormon
lehis dream of the tree of life in the eighth
imagery

chapter of the book serves the book of mormon as the key
to understanding its typological or figural unity
jorgensen 18
lehi tells his sons he dreamed he was
traveling a difficult course to the tree that proffered
jorgensen identifies the
the fruit of life 1 nephi 8
dream as a simple transformation
from dark and barren
waste by means of the word to a world fruitful and filled
with light
jorgensen then briefly summarizes several
book of mormon narratives that develop according to the
same transformation pattern 19
by eating of the life fruit in dream lehi opens the
matrix of life for himself and his progeny lehis dream
serves as myth that creates a culture because it supplies
models for human behavior and by that very fact gives
meaning and value to life
because
eliade myth 1122
the dream holds the culture together the dream serves as
thedream
myth or world view the dream as myth creates a culture
some contemporary critics perceptively identify the
tree as a unifying functions
function for both myth and literary
egans
egens
Finne
structures
finnecrans
in a superb analysis of finnegans
finn crans wake
brivic analyzes the tree as having a key role in refining
the structure of the letter in the wake which is at once
the structure of the book of god of the eternal family
11

3

joyces presence in his work 7
tusken sees the
tree as structural unity and the key to hesses narziss
and of

und goldmund

250

other symbolic implications of the tree point to
kinship divinity death love and a symbolic guide for
the self critics such as clayton A and joanne T hubbs
Che
trace mythic elements in chakov
chekovs
kovss the cherry orchard
chekov
they identify the tree as the love goddess of
transformation from life to death
claire russell a
233
217233
folklorist says the tree symbolizes kinship 217
russell also believes that the power of the tree is due to
the trees original place in human food production and
human settlement
217
220
scriptural texts replete
217220
with tree imagery counsel man to see the tree as symbolic
spiritual nourishment that leads man to knowledge of the
bhagavad
bhagavat
vad gita life tree
the Asv
asvattha
attha the Bhaga
self
exemplifies the value of the tree as spiritual
nourishment
the Asv
asvattha
attha grows upside down
its
branches plunge into soil and its roots grow out of the
sky
the roots suck nourishment from the highest heaven
the branches reach and nourish the human planes vision
of the Asv
asvattha
attha leads one to knowledge of the ultimate
Bhaga
man
bhagavad
bhagavat
gita
314
315
vad
follows the pattern
314315
self
if
of the Asv
attha he will obtain heavenly nourishment to
asvattha
sustain and enrich human life
1I

4

the tree may represent kinship divinity death
yet however varied these
love or a guide to the self
trees may seem a deep meaning of life unites them the
kinship
kinshiptree
tree signifies life branching out from parents to
tree
divinitytree
children perhaps to endless posterity the divinity
signifies mans desire to live immortally for the tree
represents a rich and lengthy life
tree
the death
deathtree
signifies a death requisite to renewed life the love tree
encourages
and
fills
life the tree that guides the soul
teaches man to nourish his own life with both earthly and
heavenly sustenance
in all its variations the tree
represents the beauty and power of life
by studying the life tree of the LDS scripture a
symbol pregnant with meaning for my own culture 1I assume
1I lack a certain critical
an ambivalent critical stance
distance yet 1I know the culture
this ambivalence
despite my
however
enables me to study the tree
cultural background 1I am distanced from lehis intimate
dream because 1I can only

interpret

what he might have

experienced
bachelard emphasizes that dreaming and
dreaming reveries
philosophizing differ from each other
and thinking thoughts are certainly two disciplines that
are hard to reconcile reverie 177
what lehi dreamed
in entirety 1I cannot know and 1I am limited to a study of
his experience by looking at a text
still the text
though not the actual dream experience outlasts lehis

5

family and generations of his posterity and
purpose for millions of LDS members today

it

engenders

to understand the tree symbol it is necessary to
reduce distance
lehi envisions the tree because he
when lehi separates himself from his
overcomes distance
own culture and penetrates the center of the tree symbol
the symbol lives he is ostracized from jerusalem and in
dream he is isolated from his family
the dream isolates
him because he is the only one who experiences the tree
the others do not have his dream the isolation forces
him to know the symbol only when his family or others
experience the tree can they understand the symbol
lehis vision awakens in him a powerful inner desire
suffering in great darkness he desires escape
and
escapeand
receives it upon sighting the tree he desires to reach
and actually does eat it
after
fruitand
it and eat its fruit
eating he desires his family to share the fruit with
upon his awakening and
him
hin some do and some do not
himsome
telling the dream his dream becomes myth true story or
cultural model that consequently creates a culture
lehis dream bespeaks an engendering desire that
expresses itself as rebirth
bachelard defines such
desire as appetite that determines the value of existence
the
for every appetite there is a world
dreamer then participates in the world by
nourishing himself from one of the substances of

6

the world a dense or rare warm or gentle
substance clear or full of penumbra according to
the temperament of his imagination and when a
poet comes to help the dreamer in renewing the
beautiful images of the world the dreamer
accedes to cosmic health
reverie 175
bachelard is also careful to point out that after
dreaming
the dreamer may deny the reality of his
upon his return from such reveries one
experience
hardly dares say he has dreamed that big
reverie
paul de man agrees when he says that man cannot
176
177
176177
know the actuality of renewal xii
a
a
or
as
experience
designating
dream
his
lehis

uncertainty common to reverie if
after dreaming man cannot clearly label his experience
yet both its symbolism
how can he or anyone verify it
and its concealed desire continue to haunt the dreamer
simultaneously empowering him to live
although many reasons affect my choosing to study
lehis life tree perhaps the most significant factor is
the fact that lehis life tree represents my own desire
paul de mann maintains that prior to making
for life
any valid statement about a distant society the observing
subject must be as clear as possible about his own 7
my
represents
yet
experience
tree
also
the
is lehis
it
on
vision
vlsi
visi indicates
1I

an

7

inner desire for in
indestruct
ibie being
indestructible
the tree is
destruct ible
paradoxically mine though not mine at all
though 1I will concentrate on the trees meaning as a
am
power
1
engendering
lifeengendering
forced to eliminate several
I
life
discussing these
intriguing and equally valid topics
four topics is beyond the scope of this work but
outlining them should help create an overview of the
symbolic possibilities of the tree
1
tree as kinship symbol birth and love lehis
dream deals with an intense family movement
his family
flees the jerusalem society to eventually establish its
own culture in a new land
lehis tree represents both
ancestry and progeny that continue growing establishing
1I do discuss the question of the tree as
permanence
kinship briefly my chapter on vision concludes that the
only way lehi could achieve meaningful lifeexpression
life expression was
by leaving the dream to create a new culture
instead of
returning to jerusalem to renew the society he creates a
greater life by producing progeny
but 1I do not detail
the trees meaning as a family symbol
in lehis case
the family appears to represent an ultimate culture
madic tree mavungu a
in the african folktale the magic
rejected twin is confronted by a large magic tree
mcdermott

person

each time he plucks a

leaf

it

becomes a

to man incident illustrates an ancient
the leaf
leaftoman

belief that

man came from

trees

and

tree

from man

what

8

this belief tell

these beliefs open
family
questions about love within the family and a beyond
beyondfamily
phenomenon
phenomenoncreation
creatlon of a new culture
creation
2
tree death and sacrifice
tree mythology
my
abounds in examples of self sacrifice
studies
provoke
however brief on the subject of sacrifice
although neither my text nor 1I
manifold questions
directly address sacrifice my third chapter shows that
vision itself is a transcendent suffering an act of
self sacrifice although 1I cannot discuss this issue in
detail 1I touch this question in my analysis of the term
dream
dreamvision
vision and in looking at death as one form of life
does

us about

birth

a

power

the tree and its connections with death and sacrifice
also raises questions about guilt and restoration of
order to renew cultural order cultures often sacrifice
A scapegoat
treem
a scapegoat on a tream
tree
able and willing to
represent the communitys guilt may assume guilt to
perhaps in relevance to his own guilt
degreesperhaps
different degrees
the symbol also
the symbol invites a study of guilt
represents a connection between sacrifice and new lifes
lifer
ilfe as
life
symbolized by christ crucified on the cross to allow man
rebirth campbell lists jesus attis and wotan as cosmic
figures attached to the cosmic tree or universe 41
many
3
model
as
individuals and
tree
cultural
three
cultures see a life tree as a cultural model

9

figures in the LDS religion dream similar
dreams
lehi his son nephi and joseph smith sr the
father of the first LDS prophet all receive morphoogi
logically
cally similar dreams the similarities might encourage
some to discredit the dreams
1I believe that the tree is
an almost universal symbol yet 1I do not concern myself
1I read
with questions of origin or historical validity
my text
1 nephi 8
on its merits as a valid literary
symbol that structures a book and the current LDS
religion 1I see lehis tree of life as a literary verbal
structure
4
the trees relationship to other life symbols A
study of the relationship between the tree and other life
symbols would be appropriate to my thesis
in myth the
tree often grows within or near water
lehis tree
generally a
overlooks a fountain that leads to death
benevolent or life symbol water here opposes the tree
the book of revelation describes a tree whose trunk
stands in and around crystalline waters
221
22122
mavungu of the magic tree meets the tree as it blocks
mavungu
passageway down the river
transforms the
after
leaves into people the group travels down the river to a
magnificent village
the symbolic life tree promises
valuable study in its connection with other life
prominent

symbolism

10

other life symbols have close affinity with the tree
jungs symbols of transformation contains a hittite relief
sun moon disk resting above the tree
with the winged sunmoon
an egyptian bronze vessel portrays the sun
9a
plate aa
neumann
goddess life tree plate 31
disk on top of the goddesslife
speaks of the tree as a symbol of the elemental light and
dark opposition
the light fruit luminesces from the
darkness of the night tree great mother 57
because my
study is limited 1I can only propose the value of further
study exploring the relationship between life symbols
my purpose is to use myth analysis as an academic
1I do not work with
method to interpret lehis dream
lehis tree in relation to the LDS culture or theology 1I
have gained an enriched view of the LDS culture and any
reader may consider the dream in relation to his own
these considerations are a readers personal
culture
my purpose is to open the world of the tree
experience
of

the

life
opposition
0pposition

power

and

vision of the

life tree

thesis 1I analyze lehis tree as a life
engendering power
lehi has taken his family out of
in

my

jerusalem to avoid destruction
sons
bring
lehis
ishmaels family to provide wives that they might raise
1 nephi
up seed unto the lord in the land of promise
the group travels in the wilderness for several
71
years during which time lehi dreams that he travels

11

through a dreary wilderness and eventually eats the fruit
of a life tree after his dream he counsels his children
to seek the tree if they do not follow the path to the
tree he fears lest they should be cast off from the
treer
treel
presence of the lord 1 nephi 8
my reading of lehis dream indicates the following
pattern lehi travels a course of opposition toward the
tree confronts symbolic death and by suffering in
vision opens the symbolic rebirth my thesis accordingly
attempts such an explication of the tree
in chapter 2
opposition
the way to the tree 1I undertake the journey
power
3
to the tree
death as the key to
in chapter
power
1I see the symbol as essential death leading to
life
rebirth
in chapter 4 vision suffering the symbolic
tree of eternal becoming 1I discuss the suffering required
to experience the visionary symbol of life
each chapter has grown out of my work with myth tree
my
mythology and a personal reading of lehis dream
work with myth includes background readings from eliade
jung freud girard canetti de mann neumann frazer
graves campbell frye and bachelard
several of the
preceding works along with a catalogue by porteous
provide a wealth of information on tree mythology these
readings have complemented my reading of lehis dream

12

opposition
POsition the way to the tree
mythical information on the principle of opposites is
sparse
alchemy and in symbols of
aich
in psychology and alch
transformation jung says that consciousness is born when
man first perceives opposites
jung continues that
opposition is characteristic of every development in the
psychic state
opposition is a way of life itself
alchemy
43
alch
aich
whereas man often defines opposition as absolute
extremes jung sees opposition non
nontraditionally
traditionally as a
dynamic growth
consciousness or symbolic creation
begins by division into opposites that must eventually be
reconciled his studies designate opposition as stages of
consequently while man might see the
transformation
moon as an image that opposes the sun jung would see that
oppose
might
the night
also
the differing pairs of
it
opposition reveal stages of transformation
opposition is significant in tree mythology because
so many trees represent an explicit or implicit
opposition the tree manifests opposite powers the tree
or forest can be a place of worship or rescue
frazer
designates sacred groves as some of the earliest places of
porteous also believes groves were early
worship 127
sanctuaries 45
launfal
fal a
the forest is also a place of rescue sir Laun
knight at the round table after having difficulties with
OT

13

gwennere
Gwen nere

received comfort and rescue by the beautiful
porteous 23
dame tryamour
24
Try amour in a fair forest
2324
in contrast to worship and rescue forests also
porteous recounts
present possible destruction
narratives of several travelers who describe a forest as a
place of mystery that gave them eerie gloomy feelings of
being watched 15
16
f
hansel and gretel
in the folktale
1516
the wicked step mother leads the two children into the
forest to lose them
may
power
also
the forest having a soul
like
soullike
discriminate between the opposites of good and bad
in
hansel and gretel
the forest eventually destroyed the
wicked and redeemed the innocent children
the castle of
the sun a folktale from brittany tells of unworthy sons
who unsuccessfully confront the forest while the worthy
son and daughter successfully travel through the forest
the
the two youngest children are treated as drudges
daughter escapes and unknown to the rest is happily
when the older sons search for the daughter
married
they lose themselves in a wide forest
eventually they
are lucky to return home
the youngest son having
suffered as did his sister wanders through the forest but
porteous
26
guided
25
to
his
find
2526
is
sister
Perr aults the sleeping beauty in the wood the
in perraults
when the
trees briars and thorns let no one pass
prince arrives the forest parts letting him through to

14

As soon as he reaches the castle
the princess
growth closes behind him porteous 32 33
trees may also represent good or evil beings

the

beings possessed benevolent qualities
seeking to do good to mankind while others were
of a malevolent disposition ever trying to work
some

among

the former may be mentioned the
fairies and other genial spirits and the latter
class comprised demons of every description
there were also elves both good and evil and
porteous 84
witches generally malignant
harm

trees also provide poisonous or medicinal herbs
serbian mythology tells of a female being that inhabits
the vila is a skillful physician
forests and hills
curing wounds for a high fee but if offended she will
poison her patient porteous 109
110
109110
tree mythology also illustrates an opposition
principle that poses trees as explicit opposites or
combines the opposites into one symbol to create life
some cultures celebrate marriages of trees to increase
fertility frazer 132
finns believed that the oak is
married to the mountain ash porteous 161
A complex of opposition surrounds the edenic trees
central to our own culture adam and eve themselves a
prototypical union of opposites confront dual gods and

15

trees god the father forbids adam and eve to eat of the
tree of knowledge of good and evil while the devil
by eating
succeeds in getting our first parents to eat
from the death knowledge tree adam and eve are cut off
from the life tree
some cultures reverence a tree that signifies a union
of opposites
the scandinavian ash yggdrassil offers man
both death and life upon this great ash odin sacrifices
himself

similarly

to

receive

all

knowledge

and

immortality

later christian myth weaves the tree of life
a branch of adams death tree is
with the death tree
preserved and transformed into the cross whereon christ
a

obtains resurrection metford 76
other myths feature one tree that combines opposition
implicitly the jambu of hindu mythology for example is
a world or life tree
though a culture may not
consciously acknowledge that a tree features opposition
the world tree grows from a union of opposites death and
life may converge into one or fructifier and life
bearing vesel may unite to create life jung explains the
tree as a valuable alchemical symbol because it signifies
the union of opposition
at times two goddesses beside the tree indicate
two winged
opposition as the way to the life tree
stylized
stylised
styli
styll sed tree that
deities kneel at each side of a 11stylised
represents bel god of the earth he who dispenses good
1I

16

evil two winged female deities stand on each side of
a similar tree also with hands outstretched towards the
tree F guirand says the two deities are twin guardian
figures 70
to approach the tree god or goddess man must first
and

approach the dual guards
the path leading to the dual
guards as requisite to reaching the ultimate god indicates
way
a
opposition
what
jung
signifies
of life
calls
that
43
alchemy
44
because man has to overcome the guards
alch
4344
aich
in order to reach the gods the path of opposition also
way
two
a
goddesses
to
signifies
the
that flank the
gnifies
life
si
unifies
tree god indicate that by experiencing and overcoming
my
opposition one can begin to know the life symbol
personal reading of lehis dream has indicated that lehi
reaches the life tree by traveling a path of opposition
oppose
no
produces
dream
to
his life
tree
death
lehis
tree yet lehi experiences a transformation from dark to
light and again from inner dark to inner light lehis
images express a souls search through a deep experience
of extremes that eventually leads to liberation
I1

power

death as the key to
nowhere

visible

power

life

is the trees opposition

and misunderstood than in

and death power

in his text

its

more

extreme

connection with

crowds and power

life

canetti
power is

defines mans ability to inflict death as power
antithetical to transformation and exists for nothing and

17

no one except

itself

206

the

man

that inflicts death

becomes powerful

girard argues that man inflicts death to avoid
knowing the truth and violence of his soul
indeed the
formidable effectiveness of the sacrificial process
derives from its depriving men of knowledge knowledge of
the violence inherent in themselves with which they have
never come to terms 82
foucault contends that power can only be strong if it
jung
jungss
is produced by desire and leads to knowledge 59
discussion of transformation symbols indicates that true
power transforms the soul
tree mythology suggests that true power comes as a
frazer
result of transformation from death to life
interprets the golden bough as a representation of the
life powers of the goddess diana worshipped at nemi
with the protection of the golden bough aeneas journeys
to the underworld and is able to return to life 3
other tree and vegetation myths emphasize the death
by living with her husband pluto in the
to life cycle
word for six months before returning to ceres
underword
under
underford
proserpine symbolizes the death and life cycle necessary
57
5257
for life bulfinch 52
frazer interprets the demeter
and persephone myth as a ritual of decay and revival of
456
vegetation
the decay and revival cycle brings
transformation and growth of ultimate life power
1I
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lehi experiences death through dream an isolated
world sphere and also through dream images of
other
otherworld
darkness
lehis dream images indicate death as the

life while mortals often define power as the
ability to inflict death the trees knowledge revelation
and true power bear fruit for man only when he overcomes
seedbed of

death

he must

isolate himself

desire beyond any fear of death
his soul

from

the crowd

he must

and he must commune with

becom
vision suffering
sufferina the symbolic tree of eternal becoming
the wise gain wisdom through vision subhuti learns
that wisdom comes only through vision campbell masks
n s wake as a mind
303
nind
mindss dream
brivic defines finneqans
fin
kabbalah
alah or tree of
structured as the ancient jewish Kabb
finnegans
knowledge
crans wake is about a mind that includes
Finne
finnecrans
Finnegans
bachelard celebrates the
all of history in a dream 7
dreamer gaining truth through reverie of a simple fruit or
suddenly an image situates itself in the center
flower
of our imagining being it retains us it engages us it
154
infuses us with being reverie 153
vision dreams
153154
and reveries each differ distinctly yet each manifests
similar characteristics
in each the unconscious
I1

communicates knowledge of the

I1

self

and

its

being through

show

that

man

cannot obtain

symbols
myth and

literature often

ultimate knowledge in the mortal sphere

when adam and

f

19

tree of

lif

the tree of ilfe
lifee was
E
0 james cites many instances where the
forbidden
hero knows the tree of life offers immortality but the
244
hero cannot by any means obtain it 241
because man
241244
cannot eat of the ultimate life tree in mortality he must
approach the tree through non
mortal means literary
nonmortal
symbolism myth dream or vision
symbolic similarities between myth dream reverie
and literature allow man expression of a deep inner
neumann says that
myth
desire
art religion and
express desire that takes an objective
language
perceptible form becoming conscious of itself through
mans consciousness of it origins 369
the unconscious
communicates knowledge of the self through symbolic
language freud believes that dream symbols represent the
dreams are completely egotistical
because
self
can be interpreted
dreams represent the self they
and
through
associations
dreamers thought
the
consequently allow man to uncover the dreams underlying
eve eat of the

and hidden meaning

knowledge

358

also explains dreams to be a symbolic
representation of the self dreams 192
in contrast to
freud jung believes dreams are more than a wish
jung further maintains that they serve a
fulfillment
compensatory function and are produced by the unconscious
to regulate the psyche from an imbalance to individuation
jung

20

or

self awareness

jung contends
expression
forces

proportionately
unconsciously reveals his desires through
101
jung says that if the individual
symbols the symbols become dangerous
patient assimilates dream contents that
unconscious the patient improves his

that

repression

the

dreamer

symbols

dreams

represses dream
but when the
were previously
mental health

dreams 100

to understand or assimilate the symbols of the self
man must travel to the center of the symbol
to reach the
center of the symbol man often suffers what frye calls
sophisticated pathos the study of the isolated mind
the story of how someone recognizably like ourselves is
broken by a conflict between the inner and outer world
between imaginative reality and the sort of reality which
is established by a social consensus 39
in vision the soul communicates through the silence
mavungu
magic
enjoys the
of symbols
tree
the
in
treasure of the magic tree as long as he is silent as to
the source of his beauty and happiness when he discloses
mavunguls tree signifies
the secret he kills the tree mavungus
an
reality between consciousness and
ultimate
unconsciousness
bachelard describes the images that
occur in the reverie as our intercessors to teach us to
sojourn in the double ilfe
lifer
life at the sensitized frontier
between the real and the imaginary
reverie 162
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according to jung a quality of eternity a timeless
weightless existence characterizes the frontier between
the real and the imaginary
the other center of the
personality lies on a different plane from the ego since
it has the quality of eternity or relative
179
time is
timelessness
bachelard states
suspended time no longer has any yesterday and no longer
any tomorrow
time is engulfed in the double depth of the
he who has
dreamer and the world
reverie 173
travelled to the center of the symbol has reached the
attaining the center is equivalent to
ultimate reality
a consecration
an initiation yesterdays profane and
illusory existence gives place to a new to a life that is
18
1718
eliade return 17
real enduring and effective
the tree of life though silent may endow man with
the renewal of the transcendent moment
for the tree
which often represents various meanings is strong because
interpreting lehis life desire poses
of its life power
yet by merging myth tree mythology
many difficulties
0

and

0

lehis

dream

into

1
I find
tree
life
vision as elements crucial to

a study of

the

opposition life power and
understanding the trees power
by following lehis pattern to the tree we open to
ourselves the possibility to know the tree to do so we
through
must experience the reality of lehis dream
intense suffering of darkness and light lehi experiences

22

enters a timeless reality and
returns to his family to enliven their culture with the
power of the life tree

life

and death power

23

23
.23

chapter two
opposition the way to the tree

the world actually lives because
earth and heaven night and day

life

the

way

of

combines
itdeath
and

neumann

life itself

lehi travels a repetitive course of opposition from
dark to light to reach the tree of life lehis course of
opposition that jorgensen calls a wearying sine curve
eventually blesses lehi with an ultimate fruit of a life
bearing tree 21
he
lehi dreams of a dark and dreary wilderness
then sees a man dressed in a white robe who speaks and
when lehi follows him lehi
bids lehi to follow him
travels for the space of many hours in a dark and
it
dreary waste
after many hours lehi prays that the
lord will have mercy on him and lehi sees a large and
spacious field
he then sees a tree whose fruit was desirable to
make one happy
lehi eats of the fruit that is sweet
beyond any sweetness he has ever tasted and white beyond
when lehi eats of the
any whiteness he has ever seen
fruit he says it filled my soul with exceeding great
11

24

fruit
joy

it filled
nephi 8412
84 12

he says
1

lehis first pair

my

soul with exceeding great

the wilderness and man
dressed in a white robe represent an elemental opposition
of dark and light
lehi then undergoes a more intense
experience of dark and light by traveling through a dark
waste and exerting an intense prayer
these images
represent the
wearying
path of opposition that
ultimately leads lehito
lehl to the tree of life
lehi
leaito
even as 1I begin an explication of lehis course to
the tree 1I seem to assign absolute meanings to each
symbol
though my attitude may seem narrow 1I do not mean
1I
to deny possible variations or different readings
cannot say that any other reader would interpret the
symbol in exactly the same way
each persons reading of
a text will of necessity differ
through each of the
chapters the interpretations may seem absolute or
dogmatic but 1I feel my interpretation is valuable and
strongly substantiated
the contrary images reveal
in lehis dream
opposition as a creation and way to ultimate life
to
explain the significance of opposition as the way to
1
1
procreation sphere
I
the precreation
tree
discuss
will
lehis life
of undifferentiated opposites 2 wilderness and man as
the elemental opposition 3 dark waste and intense prayer
of images
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as

inner experience of opposition
reconciling image and 5 the ultimate

4

the field as

life tree

precreation sphere of undifferentiated opposit
opposites
the procreation
procreation is a sphere of undifferentiated
precreation
a state of chaos
opposites
the mind exists in a
procreation state prior to consciousness that jung and
precreation
neumann label the primordial archetype or archetypal an
neumann believes that at
sich neumann great mother 6
many
so
deepest
archetypal
state
contains
the
its
contradictions or contrary opposites that it can neither
be seen nor understood
boros as neumann labels
uroboros
the uro
the archetype conceals itself from
f rom man because of its
undiscriminated contradictions
primordial
of
the
feature
essential
it
archetype that it combines positive and negative
attributes and groups of attributes this union

is

an

of opposites in the primordial archetype its
ambivalence is characteristic of the original
which
unconscious
of
the
situation
consciousness has not yet dissected into its

antithesis

great mother

12

for this reason jung argues that it is inconceivable that man could visually imagine indefiniteness
alchemy 18
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wilderness and man as the elemental opposition
creation or consciousness begins by division into
opposites lehis first two visual images wilderness and
man can be seen to represent the elemental light and dark
opposition
before 1I look at lehis
lehl s first two images as
lehi
elementary opposites 1I encounter contradictions of lehis
according to lehis telling of the dream
dream as text
jung asserts
he sees images in sequential order
however that creation or the dream sphere begins by
although lehis first images
division into opposites
seem to represent an elemental opposition according to
lehis telling of the dream he only sees one image at a
yet lehi must see two images to experience this
time
mythic birth of consciousness
seems
likely that lehis first description could
it
procreation image a contradictory darkness
be a precreation
the
biblical creation account illustrates this first step of a
creation that follows a similar sequence
the earth at
first like the archetypal state was without form and
genesis
a
volda
vold
void
the
of
state
earth
darkness
like
12
voida
lehis wilderness represents a formed yet formless sphere
the formless yet formed sphere can describe a
procreation to creation for light has not
transition from precreation
yet been isolated and separated from the dark it may be
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that lehi does not identify the wilderness until

he sees

in a white robe
when lehi sees the man in the white robe
he
experiences the first step of creation light is divided
from dark just as at the biblical creation
jung calls
the division the dawn of life

the

man

as the unconscious begins to manifest
itself the opposites split asunder as at the
or every act of dawning consciousness
creation ffor

As soon

is

a

creative act

and

it is

from

this that all

our cosmogonic symbols are derived

alchemy
alch
aich
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the man in white perfectly completes a contrast
against a dark wilderness the man in white and the dark
wilderness simply express lehis personal vision of light
vs dark
light and dark represent a fundamental opposition because the images have a sharp contrast and are seen
as a whole
the chinese yin and yang and the dark and
light halves of the orphic egg also express the
likewise the moon against the
fundamental opposition
neumann
night sky represents the primary opposition
explains that although in the human psyche the experience
of totality always precedes the experience of the
particulars
lunar mythology preceded solar mythology
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because the images contrast so sharply and represent a
unitary wholeness great mother 56
in addition to representing a fundamental dark and
light opposition the images express other contrasts that

strengthen their hold as an elemental opposition the man
in white represents a concrete entity against a background
formed yet
of the contradictory and rather dreary
formless wilderness
the man and wilderness also represent movement
opposed to stasis
the man that approaches and speaks to
lehi moves among what lehi sees as a death sphere the
man in white signifies
dinst
quicksand like
against
signia les
signif
ies movement aga
inst a quicksandlike
movement introduces life
jung might identify
darkness
these images as self division representing the dual
nature of lehi the man in white represents the definite
essence of human wholeness
and the wilderness
represents the indefiniteness or indescribable and
alchemy 18
indeterminable nature of this wholeness aich
alch
lehis first images seemingly contrast life and
death but a closer look at the opposition reveals a
contrast that also combines to create life lehi labels
the wilderness dreary and seeks to escape because he
sees the wilderness as death
the man as guide also
contrasts a negative lifeless sphere
easy
ignore
however
to
the fact that the dark
is
it
wilderness necessarily precedes the light lehi cannot
11
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perceive the man in white without this dark background
the contrasts lehi labels as death and life unite to
create life the wilderness signifies death as potential
life or seedbed of life
the mind which cannot comprehend a composite of
contradictionsst can perceive polar images
contradiction
after
experiencing the extremes lehi can reconcile the poles
into the unity of life
lehl
lehi
lehiss f irst contrast the dark wilderness and
man iin
n a white robe becomes the balanced foundation for
because the images represent a
the dreams development
sharp contrast lehos
lehis dream retains the contrast as the
the structure for further conscious growth
lehis first images wilderness and man represent a
when
wholeness that encourages lehi to travel further
the man in white leads lehi to the waste the light and
dark division unite to prepare the path of future growth
1I

P

stage of transformation rests on the
foundation of a unity of lotus and cobra of
lifegiving
life giving and deadly power the base consists
of the material world of the tortoise
elementary the lunar world of earth a n d
water it supports the tree of life with the
antagonistic dragons to either side of it the
great mother
world of life in the opposites
each

335
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dark waste and intense prayer as inner experience
A reconciliation of lehis first images lead him to a
deeper experience of the fundamental opposites
lehi
follows his guide into the heart of the wilderness to
experience dark and dreary waste and its opposite

intense prayer
of
I1

these second images are striking because

their heightened movement
movement intensifies an

and space

emotion
image

by

action the images

inner experience in the first images lehi sees a
wildernesshe
wilderness he does not see himself in it nor does he
penetrate it
rather the man in white travels toward
As lehi follows the man he travels deeper into a
him
darkness lehis description of traveling into a waste as
traveling into a dark and dreary waste indicates that
the wilderness has been transformed from outer image to an
integral personal experience
this second experience yields an emotional depth of
the original contrast
the man in white gehis
lehis guide
from the unconscious
has led lehi from pictorial
opposites to emotional opposition
lehi follows the man
deep into the dark image where the ego explores the
nethermost ends of the wilderness
his immersion is a
traversing of infinity that seems a dark limitless
ignorant
boundless abstraction
his consciousness
neumann defines the
suffers an enlargement of soul
become

11
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experience as the ego being overpowered by a pole of the
unconscious archetype great mother 76
jung emphasizes that the weight of the death
experience cannot be underestimated
41

descending

into
puts

unconscious

the
conscious mind
itself in a perilous
position for it is apparently extinguishing
itself it is in the situation of the primitive
hero who is devoured by the dragon
all
this means a diminution or extinction of
niveau mental
consciousness an abaissement du naveau
equivalent to that peril of the soul which is
alchemy
primitive mans greatest dread jung aich
alch
by

the

333

jung explains that the dark unknown

exercises a
fascinating attraction that threatens to become the more
overpowers
ng
man
overpower
penetrates into it
overpowering
overpoweri
the
further
i
alchemy 336
alch
aich
in suffering lehis consciousness explores the
limitlessness of the unconscious lehi submits himself to
yet lehis submission is not extinction
nothingness
I1

though he experiences

lifeless

waste

he

is always

moving

the duration of lehis movement through space also
heightens the intensity of the waste
lehis lengthy
travel through the waste increases the negative emotional
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value of the waste to explain the overwhelming strength
physical experience to a
supraphysical
of the negative but supra
we
physical world lehi says he traveled many hours
know his dream could have taken only seconds
in life a
lengthy duration of drama intensifies emotion in dream
a short space of mortal time
the opposition renders
emotion and experience
the principle of opposition
enables lehi to explain an experience that surpasses
mortal limits
lehi explains his confrontation with the
waste as traveling for the space of many hours
bachelard explains
11

an empty
empty
apty drawer
be thought of

is unimaginable

it

and for us who must describe

what we imagine before what we know
dream before what we

full

can only
what we

verify all wardrobes are

space
sipage 184
190
184190

many
space
phrase
hours becomes apt
of
for
the
lehis
expression for an unpredictable duration
for the space
of many hours is an enlargement of the soul the emotion
is an enlargement of normal human emotion the space
within which lehi travels is within himself
because lehis conscious mind has perceived the
moving
seems
he
continues
fundamental contrast
it
according to a concept of opposition As lehi suffers the
were
he prays
oppositehe
interior darkness he seeks the opposite

33

he to stay in the waste

he
stasis
stasishe

die
his
prayer brings opposition
when he vocalizes his desire
he initiates movement
neither waste nor prayer is an
of
image
yet
the prayer is a directed vocal movement
contrasting his aimless travel through dark waste
the
images reveal that he travels to the center of wilderness
and to the center of the man in white
after seeing dark
and light he moves to their centers
this movement within
the soul sustains life through the dream and expands
a

would

0

lehis

consciousness

reconciliation the field
after praying lehi sees a large ffield
leid
leid the ffield
reconciles the first opposition uniting two contrasts
an apparently
into a balanced support of the tree
unifying symbol the field involves no movement or extreme
emotion
the field itself opposes waste the field as a
potential life image against non
life or potentiallife
nonlife
life though
large and spacious
the field is marked by its
made or natural
manmade
whether composed of man
boundaries
bounds
the field conjures up an image of a large
As bachelard describes it the field is
enclosed area
probably cleared and cultivated by man
in the vast world of the non
noniI the
ffields
noniI of
leids is not the same as the non
ields
the forest is a before me before us

non
noniI of

forests
whereas
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for fields and
ions accompany

tilling

and

lehis field

meadows

my

dreams and

all the different

harvesting space

recollectphases

of

188

to signify man cultivating the
land
lehi had to immerse himself in the wilderness to
transform it he had to confront the wilderness darkness
himself to attain a promised land lehis dream parallels
his temporal journey through the wilderness seeking a
promised land
the dream predicts the transformation of
wilderness sphere to rich soil
the field signifies that lehi himself has cultivated
the land he has cultivated the wilderness into field in
the virgin land henry nash smith describes the integral
relationship between man and the american soil
the
american who settled the land did the same labor as the
common english
economically
he was not
laborer
elevated but theoretically he became the hero of the
american myth that the soil yielded the wealth of the
mythic garden

seems
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to mythic garden myth man dominates as
soiltomythic
in the soil
the initiator of divine creation the soil signifies the
by cultivating the soil man
female fertility goddess
impregnates the land and consequently participates in
divine creation
lehi likewise participates in divine
creation in dream interaction with the dark wilderness
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that lehi has prepared the base

and the man in white shows
and nourishment of the

tree

reconciliation through space liberates
lehi describes a large and spacious ffield
leid that
reconciles darkness and light the dark waste equals the
field in intense contrast the field opposes the waste
because the field is now limited or bound space and has
yet both images as stages of
received light
oppose
or
ormation
transformation
the ultimate tree waste and ffield
transf formation
transi
matlon
mation
leid
nation
manifest a personal movement through them as
As lehi travels
prerequisite to achievement
darkness
expands his soul prayer initiates his desire and the
field clears his soul
when lehi confronts a dark waste encloses it and
infuses it with light the dark waste becomes a fertile
by reconciling opposites
the field leads to
soil
by experiencing the extremes and their
liberation
reconciliation lehi reaches a wholeness
the process
allows him to escape earthly bounds in a jungian moment
of eternity in time four archetypes 52
the poet milosz reconciles contradictions through
space and thereby transcends mortal limits
both

oh

space

separate the waters my
with what love 1I sense you

you who

joyful friend
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Is this instant really eternity
eternity really this instant
As

Is

milosz continues reconciling contradictions he achieves

great freedom
away

with boundaries those enemies of the
horizons let genuine distance appear
everything was bathed in light gentleness and
wisdom in the unreal air distance beckoned to
my love enveloped the universe
distance
0

168

lehi achieves a similar freedom through an immersion
into light
lehi achieves the light that opposes both
endlessness and spaciousness by traveling to the tree and
eating its fruit just as milosz embarks upon the dawn of
the ultimate through space lehi penetrates the periphery
he travels to a tree whose
of freedom through space
fruit can make one happy an image of light the growth
of freedom

lehi journeys to the life tree through a repetition
of opposites the elemental light and dark opposition are
As jung
repeated until lehi achieves a wholeness
postulates the contrast repeats itself in lehis vision
at every stage of the transformation the tree represents
the eternal life presence of darkness and light the
essence of the conscious and unconscious
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the alchemist saw the union of opposites under
the symbol of the tree
in the history of
symbols the tree is described as the way of life
itself a growing into that which eternally is
and does not change which springs from the
by its eternal
union of opposites
and
presence
also makes that union possible
alchemy 43
44
alch
4344
aich

lehi does not see his tree as a union of opposites
yet he knows opposition is the way to ultimate life
experience
when neumann sees the symbolic tree he sees
the light fruit of the night tree and the night great
mother 57
lehi however mentions no darkness he does
not see the tree as night or death containing white fruit
rather he experiences darkness that eventually yields a
tree bearing ultimate white fruit
the fruit of the tree
when lehi reaches the tree he travels to the center
of the light the fruit becomes an inner experience that
perfectly contrasts limitless darkness in size space and
emotion
just as lehi traveled through a transforming
experience of the darkness he travels through light the
god
a
prayer
image
become
light
has
in
farst
is then
first
irst
reconciled by the cultivated field
fleid and ffinally becomes

38

the light fruit lehi eats
lehi completely internalizes
this inner beauty by eating the fruit
the fruit represents the power of desire and height
when lehi sees the fruit that is sweet
of achievement
above any sweetness

tasted white above mortal whiteness
that contains exceedingly great joy his desire becomes an
intense and directed obsession
his soul focuses on the

fruit

the fruit becomes the center of the dream he
immediately eats of the fruit that filled my soul with
exceeding great joy 1 nephi 812
soui a
soul
the small yet powerful fruit fills lehis soula
soul with the expanse of an indefinite wilderness with
the depth of dark waste with the vastness of a spacious
field but it is precisely because the soul has traversed
its expanse and suffered dark infinity that the fruit has
power to fill and liberate him
bachelard
the small fruit liberates the soul
explains that only he who enters the miniscule enters the
space 149
interior and discovers interior beauty
bachelard also explains that the miniscule liberates man
and

right

to abound then grow
large issues from small not
then escape
through the logical law of dialectics of
con
contraries
traries but thanks to liberation from all
obligations of dimensions a liberation that is
away images begin

1
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a

special characteristic of the activity of the

imagination

space
dipace 154
sipace
155
154155

though bachelard counters
through con
contraries
traries lehi has

that man does not escape
just recounted an escape

contraries of images
the fruit represents
liberation but the liberation is achieved after lehi
struggles through the path of opposition
he explains
contraries as the way to the tree it may be that when he
eats of the fruit his dream becomes a liberation but it
is also true that he cannot explain the actual experience
without speaking of con
contraries
traries the dark wilderness to
man dressed in white lead to the inner experience of dark
waste and intense prayer images that are reconciled by
the spacious field that lead to the lifebearing
life bearing tree
lehi has learned that mans soul a combination of
unconscious and conscious of death and life lives by
opposition
lehi first experiences what he terms
opposition as a prerequisite to transcend bounds though
his imagination might enjoy liberations of dimensions his
consciousness is composed of limits and must be liberated
express
images
opposition that
through dimensions
lehis
stretch the soul and distill it through the extremes of
being to free him into the experience of eternity
through
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oploosition Is the way to life
conclusion opposition
lehis path of opposition leading to the tree
procreation
exemplifies an opposition essential to life precreation
gods
s
chaos
wilderness
like lehl
creation
lehi
like
is
lehis
dividing light from dark begins by division into oppositonce the unconscious crystallizes opposites usually
es
an image of light against darkness the conscious mind is
born
the mind retains the elemental dark and light
division as a structure of further conscious growth
A repetitive separation
to unity cycle marks each
separationtounity
stage of growth
lehis dream images show a development
through opposition that leads to the ultimate tree
the
procreation becomes knowable when a
dark wilderness of precreation
man dressed in a white robe appears to lehi
lehi
explains his travel to the center of dark and light
through the terms dark and dreary waste and intense
prayer
reconciling the dark and light images the
field becomes a balanced support for the ultimate tree
lehl
lehi
lehiss sequence of images shows that seeming opposites
represent stages of transformation while the wilderness
ffirst opposes the man in white it later opposes both the
spacious field and finally the tree and its life fruit
however lehis dream opposites reveal that the tree grows
out of a transformed wilderness
when lehi reaches the tree and eats its ffruit
ruit he
images
escapes temporal bounds into liberation
lehis
I1

11

1I
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experienced the darkness and light of his soul
As
and cleared his soul
he can enter the miniscule
lehi eats the fruit he achieves an inner beauty his
desire transforms his soul and endows him with life
show he has

power

42

power

chapter three
death Is the key to

life

power

is not hidden from thee neither is it far
it
off
say
not
heaven
in
thou
shouldest
is
that
it
who shall go up for us to heaven and bring it
unto us that we may hear and do it
neither is it beyond the sea that thou
shouldest say who shall go over the sea for us
and bring it unto us that we may hear it and do
it but the word is very nigh unto thee in thy
mouth and in thy heart that thou mayest do it
see 1I have set before thee this day life and
and death and

good

evil

15
deuteronomy 3011
301115
A
paradox
of life and death
tree
lehis treea
lehis tree represents a paradox of death

after confronting the

symbolic

and

life

of the dark
wilderness he experiences symbolic life represented by a
man in white after confronting the symbolic death of the
dark waste he experiences symbolic life represented by
the ultimate tree
lehis travels through the death
images to the life tree reconcile the opposites of death

life into

death

ultimate wholeness
show
and
integration
death
of
the
life
lehis
necessity of reconciling opposites to achieve power jung
agrees that the tree represents the paradoxical opposition
of the self
thesis and antithesis and at the same time
and

an
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integration necessary for wholeness
because lehi experiences these opposites
As jung accords man
he achieves an ultimate wholeness
must experience such opposition to achieve personal
wholeness
without the experience of the opposites there
synthesis
alchemy 19
alch
aich

is

an

experience of wholeness and hence no inner approach
alchemy 20
to the sacred figures aich
alch
lehis dream of the tree indicates that the tree must
be a personal and inner experience
through lehis
intimate dream experience he confronts and unites
opposites
jung claims that because man is composed of
opposites the christian church fails to serve modern man
by failing to reconcile opposites
no

the self
excellence

is

a

union

of

opposites

par

this is where it differs
essentially from the christ symbol
the
androgyny of christ is the utmost concession the
and

church has made to the problem of opposites
the opposition between light and good on the one

evil on the other is left
in a state of open conflict since christ simply
represents good and his counterpart the devil
evil
this opposition is the real world
problem which at present is still unsolved
the self however is absolutely paradoxical in
that it represents in every respect thesis and
hand and darkness and
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antithesis
alchemy
alch
aich

and

at the

same

time synthesis

19

because lehi reconciles the dark and light opposites
he eventually eats the fruit of the tree
lehis
achievement is significant because the task of reconciling
opposites is so difficult
although 1I explore the

difficulty of integrating opposites in more detail later
in the chapter it is significant to note some apparent
difficulties
for many people the tree is an enigma
robert
frosts
frost character maple is contrasted with lehi in his
course toward the tree because she does not reconcile
maple falters when confronting the reality of
opposites
a symbol
because she fails to integrate the trees
opposite meanings of life and death she cannot gain the
knowledge or strength of the tree
man also fails to reconcile the opposite powers of
the tree by accepting his own tree as sacred and rejecting
the value of other trees
the scriptures exhibit a
contradictory strain between pagan tree worship and the
prophets sought to
tree as an integral church symbol
eradicate the strength of such pagan worship
the
jewish encyclopedia recounts that the prophets were
unable completely to suppress tree worship which has
survived in palestine through all religious changes to the
porteous agrees that christianity
present day 240
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unable to quell the strength of heretical tree worship
transformed the tree into a symbol of the church 162
but the trees roots suck nourishment from more than pagan
soil its powerful fruitladen
fruit laden branches overhang more than
pagan ground

while biblical prophets condemn heretical tree
worship the edenic garden contains both a sacred life and
a death
knowledge
tree
in addition to ignoring
opposites by rejecting other sacred trees man even today

often fails to reconcile the death and life powers of his
own scriptural tree
lehi suffers death to achieve the
yet modern man dislikes the tree of knowledge
tree
modern christians often ignore
because it brings death
the religious paradox that the death tree introduces our
first parents into mortality
treating ancient myths as nonsense stories man may
ignore the mythic death to life pattern
persephone and
demeter goddesses of corn and wheat dwell with the
only to return to life
dead
deadonly
lehis experience with the
tree strongly contrasts the failure to reconcile the
opposites of death and life
for lehis path to the tree identifies death as the
power
a
represents
path to life power
tree
life
lehis
that transforms lehi as he surpasses death to illustrate
the significance of lehis accomplishment 1I will first
discuss the difficulty of surpassing the death threat
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then

can see the strength of lehis transformative life
while man fears the power of death lehi confronts

we

power

death to obtain the trees knowledge
ever
bearing life fruit
everbearing

revelation

and

lif

yet
A
e
deeiplv
s
highly
hiqhly
deeply concealed
tree
lehl
lehi
visible
life
lehis
treea
I1

meaning

lehis life tree

represents

highly visible yet
even though lehi suffers death
deeply concealed meaning
to attain the trees fruit lehi labels the tree the tree
of ilfe
because he focuses on the trees life meaning
lifee
he seems to ignore the trees death meaning
with less
insight man often focuses on the tree as a life symbol
yet ignores its representation of death
when man
contradictorily seeks knowledge of the life tree yet
ignores its death meaning he cannot know the tree
man
dream
rejecting the knowledge
illustrates
lehis
to some people the knowledge is
of the life tree
concealed and they lose their way on the path without
nearing
hearing the fruit to others the knowledge lacks value
while lehi and many of his family eat of the trees fruit
others scorn those eating the fruit many people who have
scor ners succumb to their
eaten the life fruit see the scorners
derision and leave
lehis dream illustrates mans contradiction between
desire and disregard of the fruit foucault says that as
man seeks knowlege
knowledge
know lege he may simultaneously repress knowledge

lif

ap
4p

a
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trees

paradoxical symbol results in
mans contradictory desire
for while the tree reveals
life it conceals its death meaning
81

perhaps the

meaning
represents
highly
a
tree
visible
life
lehis
lehis tree symbolizes many aspects of life
on of his family preservation of his posterity
preservation
preservati
I1

primitive man also
believed in a tree that symbolized many aspects of life
frazer asserts that though man has perceived the tree
differently through the evolution of time its power
remains constant whether the tree is a divine entity of
animism or the sacred abode of divine spirits in
polytheism the tree continues to ensure fertility of men
cattle and crops and give rain and sunshine 135 137
to ancient men the tree gave life
lehis tree symbolizes a concern for family life
lehi dreams that he calls his wife and sons to come eat
from the tree
in addition his wife bears two sons as
they sojourn in the wilderness
these births typify the
concern for offspring many cultures also see the tree as
among the kara kirghiz barren
a fertility blessing
women roll themselves on the ground under a solitary
appie
apple
appletree
tree in order to obtain offspring
frazer 138
pole blesses both women and cattle with
maypole
the european may
fertility frazer 137
and transcendence

to an ultimate life
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although lehi does not travel with flocks the family
desires to increase their substance we know the family
owned riches in jerusalem because the brothers retrieved
their treasures hoping to purchase sacred records from
according to nephi when laban saw the gold
laban
silver and precious things and that it was exceedingly
great he did lust after it insomuch that he thrust us
out and sent his servants to slay us that he might
25
obtain our property 1 nephi 322
32225
we also know that the family
family carried all manner of
seeds of every kind both of grain of every kind and also
1
8
every
1
nephi
kind
of the seeds of ffruit
of
the
81
ruit
a
family labored to sustain themselves physically
genesis records early
prerequisite for ultimate life
traditions of trees blessing some with fertility jacob
uses rods of the green poplar almond and chestnut trees
to increase his flocks after receiving spotted cattle
from laban he peeled the rods to uncover the white spots
he then put the rods in the water troughs before the
strongest spotted cattle that they might conceive
and
the flocks conceived before the rods and brought forth
genesis
and
ring
ringstraked
spotted
speckled
straked
cattle
3028 39
302839
new
a
journey
dream
and
to
land illustrate the
lehis
significance of fertility as requisite to ultimate life
lehi can become immortal through earthly descendents who
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survive him and remember and represent him lehi can also
gain immortality by enduring mortality as a way to an
enriched after
life
afterlife
lehis tree also represents an ultimate life he
and
the tree
labels the tree simply a tree
indicating its significance as the ultimate life tree
the tree centers his vision and offers supreme joy other
mythologies center upon a sacred ultimate life tree
hindu mythology reveals the jambu as the main tree
existing in a cosmogonic forest bearing an immortal
fruit as large as an elephant resembling gold and of
porteous 17
which the seeds produce pure gold
babylonian tradition records the forest or eridhu as the
porteous
18
and
garden
edenic
of
tree
of
the
site
life
the epic of ancient chaldea records the black pine as the
tree of life porteous 17
these gods give ultimate

life
in addition to its strength as a life symbol lehis
tree interconnects with other significant life symbols
and a rod of iron
such as a strait and narrow path
the symbols weave an integral
that lead to the tree
pattern of eternal life other cultures display similar
patterns weaving together life symbols the scandinavian
ash yggdrassil is the tree of the universe the principal
and most sacred tree of the gods
the best and
greatest of all trees
the branches of the yggdrassil
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extend over the whole universe reaching beyond the
heavens its stem bears up the earth its three roots
under one root is the
stretch themselves wide around
well in which all wisdom and prudence are hidden
218
pigott 216
216218
the great ash also represents various aspects of life
power
the branches contain or support the world and the
well hides wisdom signifying that one must search

diligently to obtain great life

the tree that
and around the universe
wisdom

extends over the well of wisdom
creates a meaning of eternal life
images
as well as other cultural
dream
lehis
images emphasize life
the myth expert joseph campbell
calls such symbols expressions of eternal life campbell
claims that the infantile fantasies which we all cherish
still in the unconscious play continually into myth
fairy
fairytale
tale and the teachings of the church as symbols of
hero 177
the poet and
indestructible being
phenomenologist gaston bachelard explains the connection
of life symbols as open symbolism
the symbol may change
reverie
but the underneath is a current of eternal life
157

often conceals the trees death representation
like lehi man often sees the tree as a life symbol
but unlike lehi man often fails to obtain the trees life
power because he fears the trees representation of death
man
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perhaps lehi cannot escape the confrontation with death
because he is in dream man however may consciously or
unconsciously conceal his fear of death
by concealing his fear of death man often sees death
as the ultimate power canetti essentially equates death
with power
he says that what man fears he ascribes as
powerful

because

man

fears death he ascribes power to

anyone who threatens him with death
who

kills others or outlives others

power

is

threat
death power precisely opposes

15

206

A

person

appears powerful

a death

lehis

visionary

lehis

vision reveals a core of
transformation power
the death images precede life
images
lehi suffers through the wilderness to see and
follow a man
lehi suffers through dark waste to
eventually eat from the life tree lehi later ignores a
crowded building full of people who scorn those eating the
life fruit while his family and descendents also eat from
the tree lehis dream images show that he achieves power
achievement

because he overcomes death

canetti who defines death as power admits death
power is limited
bring
to
cannot
dead
back
the
life
it
power is
299
because power cannot bring life
antithetical to transformation
power

at its core and its apex despises transand
unto
formation
sufficient
is
itself
it
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in this form it has always
seemed remarkable to man free and absolute it
exists for nothing and no one except itself

wills only itself

206
when we

see the strength of death power

we

can then

singularity and significance of
achievement
three characteristics distinguish
see

the

achievement from death to

life

power

first

lehis
lehis

he separates

himself from society second he desires beyond any fear
of death
third he communes with the symbol to learn
that death leads to ultimate life

lehi

overcomes death power of the crowd
the crowd signifies one of the

most

poignant

differences between death power and lehis ultimate life
achievement
lehi can achieve transforming power because
he confronts death on an individual level
in contrast
man believes he can escape his fear of death by joining a
crowd
in a crowd a man gains security against the death
threat he is not a single and therefore possible victim
but part of a group that can inflict
lict death as it desires
i nf lica
one who threatens others with death or one who like
josephus can outlive others appears powerful
canetti
explains that in a crowd one man escapes his fear by
e

becoming a

threat
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this is the only situation in

which fear changes
As soon as a man has

into its opposite

surrendered himself to the crowd he ceases to
fear its touch ideally all are equal there
no distinctions countr
count not even that of sex
the man pressed against him is the same as
suddenly it is as though everything
himself
were happening in one and the same body
this
is perhaps one of the reasons why a crowd seeks
to close in on itself it wants to rid each
individual as completely as possible of the fear
16
of being touched 15
1516
41

in a crowd one man becomes many men one may escape
the death threat by actually becoming the death threat

at times it may seem that one has power over many
yet a ruler merely represents the crowd
the ruler
represents the crowd or death threat As with the crowds
power the rulers power comes through his ability to
one survivor of the hindu
destroy or outlive others
city mudkah escaped to report the tragedy to the sultan
muhammad shah
the king declares
in grief and rage
that one who has witnessed death of such brave
companions
companions11 is an evil wretch
the king kills the
survivor
in reality the king sees the survivor as
ng power over death and kills him to eliminate a power
having
havi
an authority figure
greater than his own crowds 243
0

I
1
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often reveals his lack of power when he faces a crowd
george orwells
orwellIs shooting an elephant explores the
relationship between the one in authority and his lack of
power when he faces a crowd
orwell carries a gun as he
when he
searches for an escaped and dangerous elephant
sees the elephant orwell realizes it is no longer
dangerous
he knows the animal ought not be killed but
he also knows a large crowd of spectators follows him and
know he has already brought a gun a power symbol
orwell
weighs the peoples expectations of death against his
knowledge that the elephant ought to live
to maintain
respect for his authority he kills the elephant he acts
as the crowd would act
he becomes one with the crowd
readings
438
443
read
438443
each monarch is similarly subjected to the crowd
emperors who can no longer act as power symbol lose their
positions the priest who guarded the sacred tree in the
grove of diana of the wood held his post until he was
sickly emperors in one country are
murdered frazer 1
forced to take poison as they lose strength and can no
longer embody power canetti 382
crowd power is limited
the king bears limited
power

canetti details

an account of a king who appears

powerful by sentencing a man to death and then excusing
the condemned the king is able as it were to despatch
them from life to death and then to bring them back to

55

life

again

likewise
the supreme
manifestation of power is the granting of a pardon at the
by imitating a greater power these
last moment 299
rulers reveal their lack of power
the crowds death threat is temporary
canetti
explains that a crowd must eventually disperse
whether
as crowd or king a representative of the crowd death
power is temporary
for example when the great king
nebuchadnezzar dreams of a great tree that is cut down to
the roots he learns that power is limited
233
234
233234

the leaves thereof were fair and the fruit
thereof much and in it was meat for all the
beasts of the field had shadow under it and the
fowls of the heaven dwelt in the boughs thereof
and all flesh was fed of it
daniel 412
the holy watcher from heaven then descended and
commanded the tree be cut down to a stump
the dream illustrates the fact that a kings power is
short lived although the dream seemingly contradicts the
trees life symbolism the dream acknowledges that the
the heavenly messenger
self can achieve true growth
destroys much of the tree but the remaining stump
indicates that the king may again grow and perhaps achieve

true life
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is a limited but strong power generally
the ultimate life tree represents an individual while the
forest symbolizes the crowd usually the individual tree
crowd power

represents 1life
ilfe
if e power the crowd death power on rare
occasions a sacred forest represents an individual in
opposition to the crowd symbol of many woods
nebuchadnezzers tree conforms to general life symbolism
in that he feeds all flesh the dream reveals however
that his position as king is not a true source of power
the king as tree represents a crowd he is at the mercy
of conspirators as well as his constituents either of
whom may rescind his right to power
tree symbolism also signifies that a ruler who
appears strong may actually be weak
an old testament
parable from the book of judges illustrates the
jotham
relationship between rulers and true power
gideons youngest son decries the false rule of an older
jotham compares Abi
avimelech
abimelech
melech
avimelech
melech to a
abimelech
half brother Abi
halfbrother
many trees seek a leader
bramble or thistle
the olive
tree fig tree and vine decline the throne because they
know it will rob them of their fatness sweetness and
wine that nourish mankind
in contrast the bramble
cannot nourish man yet accepts the kingship judges 9
men
know
as
weak
of
tree
trees
the
the
that
ruler is
integrity represented by trees that nourish mankind know
that only as individuals can man become powerful
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difficulties of separating oneself from the crowd
though crowd power is limited it has a great
over

while lehi disregards the scorning crowd
crowd deters many from achieving the trees fruit
man

hold

the
to

the significance of lehis achievement an isolation
that eventually yields immortal fruit 1I want to discuss
the difficulties of separating oneself from the symbol
isolated from the crowd lehi achieves the trees
fruit but man often encounters difficulties he may
believe he has separated himself from the crowd only to
reunite with his peers canetti explains that separation
can limit a persons progress by actually separating
himself from the symbol
show

expresses much but hides even more
charged with a menace
above all it separates
known one element
which must not be precisely knownone
of which indeed is the fact that it cannot be
known it comes close to the spectator but in
knownit
spite of this proximity remains closely
separated from him it threatens him with the
secret damned up behind it unlike a face
facer
there are no passing changes in it which can be
interpreted and so he suspects and fears the
375
unknown that it conceals
A

mask
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sees the life symbol as a mask one becomes
part of the crowd
the person then misses the symbols
depth frosts poem maple illustrates that a symbol can
yield a false sense of separation the protagonist maple
consequently she
realizes that her name has meaning
sets herself apart from schoolmates she feels that some
names like rose might have meaning but hadnt as they
when one

went

maples
sees her

name masks

depth of the symbol

because she

as an unknowable meaning she isolates
herself from the symbol as do the rest of the crowd
because maples desire to know the meaning of her name
contradicts her idea that the meaning is unknowable she
she cannot blame herself for her
searches ambivalently
impossible task yet she cannot avoid suffering
since maple cannot reconcile her contrary desire for
name

her separation unites
her with the crowd maple becomes part of the unknowable
instead of learning the meaning of her name maple becomes
as ignorant as her schoolmates she joins the crowd

truth that she believes

further difficulties

unknowable

the symbol as symbol
once maple succumbs to a pseudo isolation
her
two
major
maple
increase
confronts
difficulties
difficulties that prevent her from seeing the symbol as
more than a mask
her first challenge is that the symbol
campbell says the mind attaches to
is so accessible
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that are concrete and familiar and refuses to
exert itself further because the symbol is familiar the
symbol often limits knowledge hero 177 178
in his
study of dreams freud also found that no matter the
motive symbols tends to discourage intellectual activity
symbols

380

because maple sees the symbol as a symbol she never
learns that the symbol conceals experience maples name
is a result of a death
deathlife
life experience maples mother

before she dies she is
dies from giving maple birth
inspired to name her daughter maple the name reveals yet
conceals the mothers experience of dying to give a child
life maple looks at the name as a meaning but she does
not realize the meaning requires her to experience what
her mother experienced death and life to understand the
name

the symbol hid from maple what she was not prepared
to accept according to jung symbolic language conceals
jung says that the
what people are unprepared to know
account of moses speaking with god on the mountain is
when moses descended from the mountain and his
symbolic
yet he spoke
face shone he had communed with his soul
to the people symbolically they could not understand his
experience without personally experiencing the symbol
archetypes 79
likewise maple must experience the
four archetyipes
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life

of the maple tree its nourishment
to understand the meaning of her name

difficulty

life

and death

power
a
symbol
as
of mystery
svmbol
sembol
sambol

the
because maple perceives the symbol as an object
she faces a second
rather than an experience
maple seeks something
obstacle
the power of mystery
obstaclethe
that is more complex than she is canetti explains this
desire as a limitless need to worship 465
indeed
maple worships the concealed meaning of her name as she
focuses her life on a search to know and become maple
maple inevitably
because the symbol is unknowable
begins to worship mystery for the sake of mystery
although maple cannot understand her name she follows
up
name
a
pent
meaning calling her
maple
pentup
with
feels
it
she feels that the name leads her to take dictation to
marry to continue the search
she gives her name
responsibility for her actions both she and her husband
pilgrimmage
to the house of her origin searching for the
pil
grimmage
one tree of knowledge again they mislead themselves by
searching for knowledge of the symbol instead of knowledge
continually searches
beyond
maple
the symbol
wanting her name to look good on her
outwardly
rather than worrying about conforming to the meaning of
her name
maple nears discovery only when she lacks a physical
object
maple and her husband search the orchard for a
A

second
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tree that might

have inspired her name
physical obj
object
oba
act that might reveal meaning
ect

they seek a
in ffact
act the
only time they near discovery occurs when they despair
of finding the original tree
the situation forces them
to look inside but they lack faith in anything to mean
unable
the same at different times to different people
to look inside maple follows the unknown
frost
concludes that mystery can govern life
with meaning given in death
made a girls marriage and ruled in her life
no matter that the meaning was not clear

thus had a

A

name

name

with meaning could bring up a child

facing uncertainty maple follows the mysterious
maple ascribes power to whatever seems more complex than
she is
she ascribes power to the mystery by her
reverence for the mystery the secrecy of mystery endows
the symbol with much power canetti emphasizes that part
of the strength of its effect is due to the fact that it
whether we
reveals nothing of what is behind it 376
discuss maples symbolic tree or lehis vision the sacred
tree embodies this secret power
some critics feel man worships the tree solely
because of its beautiful mystery
frazer believes that
awestriking
because immense awe
striking forests covered primeval
europe man worshipped trees
frazer writes nothing
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porteous claims that as man
felt awed by the vastness and beauty
150
of his fertile
149150
life ensuring environment 149
canetti attributes mans attachment to the tree to its
man easily reverenced trees that
power of protection
outdistanced him forcing him to look upward at his
looking up at trees becomes looking up
protecting ally
in general 86
these theories inadequately explain the trees power
as coming from its mysterious beauty and physical
protection the sacred forest or tree may be beautiful
but what is beauty men also see trees as evil and ugly
why do early cultures
what is the source or cause of awe
and even later religions worship a tree while others
scorn the idea of a sacred tree
different theories of tree worship and varying
attitudes toward sacred trees illustrate the difficulty of
obtaining knowledge of the trees power maples struggle
shows man searching for knowledge of the symbol as mask
many in lehis dream also
rather than experience
struggle between the reality of the present and the
because the tree
possibility of knowing the symbol
signifies such a powerful mystery and because man faces
difficulty acknowledging his desire to know the mystery
he often fails to gain the trees transformative power
could be more natural
evolved he naturally

126
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As

frost

poem
s
frosts
I1

and power of the

illustrates to gain the

tree

knowledge

fully accept her
to the degree that we

maple needs to

jung warns that
inner desire
repress desire
its danger increases but the moment
the patient begins to assimilate contents that were
diminishes
previously unconscious
dimins hes
dreams
its danger diminshes
100
to gain life power man must accept his inner

desire
object
jung continues that the obj
oba
ect draws
act
magical compulsion

primitive

man

to

it

with a

awareness
has a minimum of self
selfawareness
combined with a maximum of attachment to the
object hence the object can exercise a direct
magical compulsion upon him
all primitive
man

religion are based

these magical
which simply consist in the
attachments
projection of unconscious contents into the
56
object
magic and

on

desire for life characterizes both maples desire
to know the meaning of the tree and lehis desire that
indeed much of the trees power
leads him to the tree
comes from its representation of immortality
which outlives generations and can
the tree
theoretically live forever represents indestructible
A
man
immortal
divine
believes
is
the
that
life
A
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concrete symbol the life tree that embodies mans desire
to overcome death often receives mans deepest worship
to know the symbols life meaning man must accept and
follow his inner desire beyond the fear of death

lehi desires

beyond

fear of death

overpowers
any
his
desire
fear of death
lehis
journey into the wilderness has evidenced an already
strong desire
he intends to suffer through the
wilderness to obtain a promised land
this desire is
consistently strong in his dream he accepts each death
experience to achieve ultimate life
by overcoming each death phenomenon lehi centers his
being on the life tree after he eats the fruit he calls
his wife and sons to come to the tree he watches with
sorrow at those who reject the tree and he rejoices at
his family and posterity that accept the tree
to illustrate the power of lehis desire over death
1I want to explore the contrast between lehi who overcomes
fear and others in his dream who succumb to fear
although lehi desires beyond death the death threat may
engulf those who fear lehi saw numberless concourses of
people
pressing forward that they might obtain the path
which led unto the tree
lehi also saw that when an
they who had
exceedingly great mist of darkness arose
commenced in the path did lose their way
that they
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even those
off and were lost 1 nephi 82123
821 23
seeking the tree could be deterred by great darkness
others succumb to fear because of shame or lack of
some who eat the fruit afterwards
guidance
were
ashamed because of those that were scoffing at them and
1
they fell away into forbidden paths and were lost
nephi 825
28
others who felt their way toward the
82528
tree but had no guide were drowned in the depths of the
wandered

Le
fountain and many were lost from gehis
lehis
his view wandering
in strange roads 1 nephi 83132
831 32
because many in lehis vision fear they waver
between fear and knowing the reality of the desired tree
symbols in lehis dream and in maple contrast mans
work mans reality with the reality of the symbol
mans creations seem to dwarf the symbols significance
lehi sees a spacious building that stood as it were in
1 nephi 826
the
the air high above the earth
building contains many people who mock and point their
fingers at those eating the fruit
in frosts poem similar images express tension
maple falters as
between knowing and fearing the symbol
she seeks knowledge because she fears knowledge is
impossible she looks out of a window of a nineteen story
building and sees a city built with hands
lehis
great
and
building
spacious
maples
and
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nineteenth story building and city built with hands
symbolize the conscious work and intellect of man
both buildings also contrast spiritual reality the
city built with hands contrasts a city built without
hands or by god a heavenly city hebrews 1110
the
words
built with hands echo and contrast king
nebuchadnezzers dream of a stone cut out of the mountain
without hands
interpreting the dream the old testament
prophet daniel says the stone represents the heavenly
kingdom that will be eternal and eventually overcome all
made kingdoms
previous man
45
manmade
daniel 244
frost
24445
indicates that man carries a false pride in his
achievements
scriptural symbolism predicts mans
accomplishments will dissolve under the reality of

spiritual

power

fears believing in a symbol when as canetti
states today we do not seriously entertain the idea of
the buildings illustrate
32677
life after death 326
difficulty leading to mans contradictory approach toward
the tree
lehi sees that many people waver between the
possibility of eating the fruit and mans intellectual
scorn
because maple wavers between knowledge and fear
she seeks yet represses her desire to know the symbol
she fands
finds
inds a maple leaf in the bible and reads as if it
was her mother speak
ing to her
speaking
ter reading she loses
af
after
maple
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the place and excuses herself saying
nothing in it

that although maple
feels the power of the

we know

still

there had been

weakens in her search

for she renews
divines
her
her search when her future husband
mystery
the words divined and mystery show maples
search to know the symbol yet maples search for origins
As
weakens under a filial diffidence and lack of faith
long as she takes a contradictory approach to a sacred
she

symbol

symbol

vacillate her intellectual
realizing a symbolical meaning

she cannot help but

deters her from
the contradiction between fact and desire causes many
to repress their desires freud has pointed out that the
desire for being surpasses time and space but may easily
97
be shown to have no basis in fact
shame

stricter

censorship
the more
farreaching
far reaching will be the disguise and the more
ingenious too may be the means employed for
putting the reader on the scent of the true
meaning
freud 176

the

the

overpowers
desire
fear his dream
lehis
illustrates man typically fearing the unknowable symbol
map
case
dominates
her search
ies
her
in maples
intellect
les
though she discourages herself from
because she fears
when
hoping in the impossible her desire continues

though
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tells

her husband of reading in the bible she then
remembers the words wave offering
though she told
herself the bible had no meaning for her she has retained
the symbolic terms still she does nothing to understand
them
she and her husband agree to give up the search
yet they clung to what one had seen in the other
by
maple

inspiration
although

was
something
proved
there
it
maples intellectually dominated

search
discredits any discovery she does not completely lose her
unlike lehi however maples desire weakens
desire
lehi shows that desire can increase and eventually
eventual
lv
eventuallv
overcome fear
foucault explains that true power comes
from desire and produces knowledge
power would be a

fragile thing if its only

function were to repress if it only worked
through the mode of censorship
exclusion
blockage and repression in the manner of a
ng
a
great superego exer
only
exercising
in
itself
exercise
exercisi
cisi
power
contrary
on
negative way
the
is
if
strong this is because as we are beginning to
re
produces
of
at
nealise
the
level
realise
effects
it
alise
and also at the level of knowledge
desire
far
desireand
om
power
knowledge
produces
from
preventing
fr
I1

it
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the greater

power
greater
his
the
is
lehis
and knowledge of the symbol
through lehl
lehi
lehiss desire he
pulls himself closer to the symbol
this is best
illustrated by lehis fervent prayer as he travels in the
dark waste
after he prays he sees a field a
preparation for the ultimate tree when he sees the tree
was
one
make
he says he saw the ffruit
to
desirable
ruit
happy
he immediately goes and eats of the ffruit
af ter
ruit after
1
says
eating his desire continues
he
I began to be
desirous that my family should partake of it also for 1I
1 nephi
knew that it was desirable above all other fruit
his indestructible desire eliminates fear and
87 12
8712
allows him to experience the meaning of the symbol
through desire lehi envisions and begins to understand

desire

I1

his soul
in dream lehis desire pulls him toward the symbol
in a similar dream joseph smith sr an early member of
the LDS church pulls himself toward the symbol through
by gazing at a sacred tree joseph smith sr
desire
enables himself to eat the fruit of the tree
in dream
he has travelled through a desolate and dreary wilderness
to a road leading to an ultimate tree
beyond

me was

a long but very

pleasant valley

in which stood a tree such as 1I had never seen
was
exceeding
insomuch
handsome
before
it
that 1I looked upon it with wonder and
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admiration
its beautiful branches spread
themselves somewhat like an umbrella and it
bore a kind of fruit in shape much like a
chestnut bur and as white as snow or if
1I gazed upon the same with
possible whiter
considerable interest and as 1I was doing so
the burs of shells commenced opening and
shedding their particles or the fruit which
was
dazzling
which
they contained
of
1I drew near and began to eat of it
whiteness
and 1I found it delicious beyond description
he then brought his family to eat with him

praises

and the family

the fruit creates inexpressible joy
joseph smith sr also saw a large building of mockers that
his family ignored they focused solely on the fruit
saying
the more we ate the more we seemed to desire
until we even got down upon our knees and scooped it up
50
eating it by double handfuls smith 49
4950
like lehis dream and unlike maples experience
this dream illustrates a desire that brings man to the
center of the symbol
desire is strong because it can
bring man to the center of the symbol
because desire
brings man to the center it is often symbolized as the
and indeed the power of a symbol lies in its
center
power
by
suggests
gains
dream
center
lehi
that
lehis
eating the trees fruit the fruit represents the center
god because
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because it symbolizes potential tree bachelard says the
apple celebrated by the poet is the center of a cosmos a
cosmos where

the living is good

where one

is sure of

living reverie 156
foucault discusses the architecture of the panopticon
as an example of power as the center
the panopticon
the allseeing
all seeing eye bentham used the idea of a
A
central eye to design improved prisoner control
central tower stood circumscribed by prisoners cells A
man in the central tower could see each prisoner
the
prisoner knew that he could be watched at any time and
consequently governed himself appropriately 146
the architectural design signifies that the strength
architecturally
of power lies in the buildings center
similar the portugese castle of mafra surrounds its
cathedral signifying its divine source the construction
of castle around cathedral signifies that the ruler gains
authority from a divine center the construction is also
somewhat contradictory
because at mafra the ruler
himself signifies the eye of power the ruler does not go
into the cathedral the priest brings sacrament to him
the king participates in mass by looking down upon the
cathedrals center from an opening in an upper floor not
only does the king surround a divine center he also
by looking down upon the
becomes the eye of power
means
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worship services

the king symbolizes he who can pierce
and unleash the powers source
the reason it is so important to open the symbol to
reach its center is because there man can communicate
when lehi travels to the center of the
with his soul
symbol he travels to the center of his soul
for the
tree lives within the soul
lehi communicates with his
when his
unconsciousness the voice of the soul
unconsciousness communicates with the consciousness lehi
achieves a wholeness of being according to neumann man
projects his inner desires as outer symbols
the
projection may then allow man to become aware of his
desires origins 2369
maples desire reaches the projection level but she
never becomes aware of the strength of her desire
she
looked for herself as everyone looks for himself more
or less outwardly
unlike lehi and smith who commune
with their souls she searches outwardly and thus never
discovers herself lehi in contrast is forced to search
his inner self through dream we know lehi communes with
an inner desire because the dream transforms his soul
his travel through the dark and dreary wilderness and
waste detail the stretching of a soul
the large and
spacious field suggest a cleared and cultivated soul the
life bearing tree describes a soul achieving
transcendence maples tree never bears fruit

73

lehi eats the fruit he communes with the
symbol
the fruit a sanctified or ultimate communion
from his soul lehi learns that
transforms lehis soul
death necessarily precedes both mortal and transcendent
life both individual and cultural life
when

lehi

communes

with the symbol and learns that death gives

life
the tree symbolizes

a death

requisite to further

lehis life tree grows out
wasteland
lehis travel begins in a
eventually yields life
lehis
growth

of a transformed
death sphere that
waste
wilderness
wildernesswaste
represents the cosmic image that bachelard claims begins
and

unifies

a

reverie

is immediate
reverie 175

image
cosmic
the

parts
gives
whole
before
the
the
it
we
are to see lehis dream as a unified reverie
if
its immediate but cosmic image can very well be the
wilderness itself a seedbed of ultimate life
lehis
dream reveals life as a process that begins in a death
sphere
lehis death sphere becomes a life image a
a dark wilderness
wasteland transformed to garden
the transformation process
transformed to a light tree
itself represents a unity of life
single cosmic image gives him a unity of
reverie a unity of the world other images are
born from the first image come together and
A
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mutually embellish each other
images

contradict each other

never do the

reverie

175

the wilderness gives birth to the tree
the
wilderness and tree are not two opposites that represent
existence vs non
existence they represent a way of life
nonexistence
because death precedes each life image we can say that
death begins the life cycle
the images together bring
the life man sees in the tree
when man reaches the center of the symbol his soul
communicates to him of a death that will bring life
doctoring his sick comrades in auschwitz viktor franki
frankl
recounts a visit with a woman who speaks the language of
the soul knowing she was to die her soul reveals death
as the seed of life
in my former life 1I was spoiled and did not
she
take spiritual accomplishments seriously
now had only one friend that spoke to her
a
hera

tree

through a small window she could see two
blossoms on one branch of a chestnut tree
fearing delusion franki
frankl asked the woman what

the tree said she replied it said to me I
am
am
am herel
1
1
I
I
here
here
life eternal life
herei
1

109
110
109110

near death the

spiritual

with the silence her
as foucault says
produces

woman communes

accomplishment
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confronting death the
effects at the level of desire
woman desires an indestructible
indestructibe value and her desire
causes the tree to speak As bachelard asserts the value
of existence is created by appetite
reverie 178
knowledge
tree
of death
bears
lehis
man
prevents
s
shows
dream
the tree from
lehl
lehi
that
lehis
becoming an inner experience because the tree both reveals
life yet conceals death although man recognizes that the
tree has knowledge he cannot obtain its truth until he

death experience
in lehis dream those
who suffer through the mists of darkness yet cling to the
path eventually reach the tree
lehis tree holds valuable knowledge because it
contains the death secret
because many sacred trees
contain the death secret man sees the tree as a bearer of
great knowledge when adam and eve eat from the tree of
knowledge they eat of death
yggrdassil and odin carry
because of their
the epithet bearer of the thoughtful
campbell claims that
216 218
death
death experience pigott 216218
attis jesus and odin represent cosmic figures attached
to the tree of the universe obtaining life through death
overcomes

its

hero 41

primitive tribes also evidence mans belief in the
tree as a death to life vehicle some tribes sacrificed
at sacred trees A tribe of volga sacrificed a victim at
ugarian groups
finish ungarian
the roots of the sacred tree
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in sacred groves and hung skins of the
these
sacrificial victims on sacred trees frazer 128
examples identify the tree as a death vehicle
As lehis experience shows the tree of death is one
with the tree of life
the tree that slays also bestows
life because aeneas carries the golden bough he can
journey through the underworld to return to life
with
the golden bough aeneas can know death and life
campbell emphasizing the trees duality of life and
death describes a great mythological context opening out
like the two arms of the tree of the knowledge on the
one hand of good and evil and on the other of immortal
masks 302
campbells tree combines opposites
life
for the tree is one tree
worshipped

the tree vehicle for the written secret of death and life
the trees secret of life and death has exerted a
great influence on man
well beyond lehis death
prophets counseled man to seek immortal fruit lehis son
nephi counsels his brothers to accept the truth of their
a
1
36
nephi
alma
dream
1521
152136
later
fathers
descendent speaks several times about the beauty of
nourishing the seed in ourselves that it might bring
43
and
alma 3228
3323
322843
forth fruit unto you
significantly though not directly related to lehis
dream
is the fact that the tree eventually became
symbolic vehicle for writing the secret of death and life
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early myths recount the gods teaching man to write that he
might have and teach the secrets of immortality
the norse god odin was held responsible for the
invention of the runic alphabet
the inspired
stroke of genius whereby the ancient greeks
adapted a variety of the phoenician consonantal
script so as to represent the distinctive
consonant and vowel sounds of greek
thus
producing the first alphabet such as is known
today was linked with the mythological figure
cadmus who coming from phoenicia was said to
have founded thebes and introduced writing into
greece
the arabs had a traditional account of
apt
ipt together with the language itself
script
their scr
bcr
being given to adam by god
robins 10643
these myths emphasize primitive mans preoccupation
with the secret of life the connection between the life
tree and writing illustrates mans concern for the secret
of

life

graves carries the connection between the life tree
according to graves trees letters
and letters further
and literature grow from similar etymological roots

that in all celtic languages trees
means letters that the druidic colleges were
founded in woods or groves that a great part of
we

learn
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the druidic mysteries were concerned with twigs
of different sorts and that the most ancient
both luisnion
birch
luis nion
irish alphabet the beth
roman ash
takes its name from the ffirst three
of a series of trees whose initials form the
11

sequence of

its letter

beech

is

a

common

for
literature the english word
book
for example comes from a gothic
german
word meaning
and
like the
letters
buch stabe is etymologically connected with the
buchstane
buchstabe
word
beech the reason being that writing
synonym

tables were
graves

made

of beech

52

supports the thesis
that the function of all true poetry is religious
10
invocation of the muse the white goddess 9910
the
white goddess or moon goddess seems to originally have
barley goddess of argos
been the danaan barleygoddess
frazer titles
graves
persephone
or
her double
her either demeter
book

the white goddess
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graves
image

embodies

thesis has captured the power of the life
that which the tree embodies the goddess
the white goddess takes

essential qualities birth love
her colors reveal

but her
expressed in

many forms

and death

life transformations
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guidas
suidas the byzantine records that 10
lo was a
io
cow that changed her colour
bolour from white to
red and then to black he means that the new moon
is the white goddess of birth and growth the
moon
the red goddess of love and battle
full
the old moon the black goddess of death and
divination graves 52

when

the white goddess embodies the life giving force
itself the object of poetical experience according to
graves true poets invoke life power of the muse
the
welsh poet alun lewis wrote of
0

the single poetic theme of life and death
the question of what survives of the beloved
granted that there are many themes for the
journalist of verse yet for the poet as alun
lewis understood the word there is no choice
the elements of the single infinitely variable
theme are to be found in certain ancient poetic
myths which though manipulated to conform with
yet remain
each epoch of religious change
constant in general outline 21

life

power

for lehi
the life tree renders death as the paradoxical life
1
a
sphere
encounters
death
that
seed
in vision lehi

knowledge of death bears
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surpasses mortal limits and renews lehi and 2 makes
possible the creation of a culture
in vision lehi is freed from mortal limits of time
and space
in dream time becomes nonexistent as lehi
watches scores of descendents seek or disregard the tree
his descriptions of the fruit also describe a more than
mortal sphere
the fruit is whiter than any earthly
whiteness sweeter than any sweetness he has tasted in a
joy beyond mortal expression
mortal sphere and brings toy
bachelard explains that as a dreamer eases into
reverie his search for well being attaches to a simple
concrete object such as a flower or fruit which engulfs
the mind
the fruit empowers man with a new world
180
experience reverie 175
175180
this other world experience
means that though man sits on his couch he may enter a
sphere beyond himself the dreamer who enters the symbol
surpasses however temporarily the limits of mortality
the vision is timeless and matter
matterfree
free
eliade repeatedly illustrates that the journey to the
center of ultimate reality brings an enduring and new
life the journey is a

rite

of the passage from the profane to the
sacred from the ephemeral and illusory to
reality and eternity from death to life from

attaining the center is
to divinity
equivalent to a consecration an initiation

man
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illusory existence gives
new
to a life that is real
18
return 17
1718
effective

yesterdays profane
place to a
enduring

and

and

bachelard insists that though the dreamer afterwards
denies it during the reverie he exists in a real state
while one dreams his dream is true existence reverie
159
the dreamer like archaic man transcends time and
physical bounds
the vision ultimately returns man to
this life but this temporary transcendence nourishes man
in this life while strongly affirming a future
lehi
returns from dream in a sense rededicated to achieving
the promise of a new land
his overall concern is that
his family strive together toward achieving similar
experiences of joy
after experiencing a momentary vision free of time
and matter lehi returns to this life to create a culture
when lehi awakes he shares his dream with his family so
they may follow its pattern
he teaches that they will
face opposition but must suffer through it to obtain the
they must also travel the way of
treasured fruit
opposition to achieve life
the dream orients the lehites
lekites to their future and
gives them purpose the dream becomes myth that molds the
a
family as
the
culture in a new land
a
represents
motif
wildernesstobright
wilderness to bright
tree
transformation from dark waste to light fruit an
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darkness into dazzling light
lehis
to tree motif illustrates that power produces
wilderness
wildernesstotree
those who experience the death to life transformation will
emergence

from

create
in its visionary strength the tree serves other
cultures in a manner similar to gehis
lehis by producing and
creating
before the small quaker group known as the
shakers
left england for america in 1774 james
whittaker a chief disciple of the group envisioned an
ultimate tree
vision of america and 1I saw a large
tree and every leaf thereof shone with such
brightness as made it appear like a burning
torch representing the church of christ which
will yet be established in this land andrews
1I

saw a

17

the dream tree signified eventual success over
discouragement
the dream also signified a hope that held
the group together and enabled them to journey through
hardships to obtain a better and eventually ultimate life
for the shakers the future was reality
a
the shakers followed an abstract end
enda later
spiritual life whittaker though not the founder of the
sect dreams of a tree that sets the sect apart and gives
purpose to the group
whittakers tree takes on a
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concrete and natural representation of a life symbol he
makes the pattern of church life a concrete reality
poem
maple illustrates the emptiness of
frosts
life without creation the trees knowledge reveals that
maples search for the
death is the bed of life
unknowable tree meaning endows her with a life search
she accepts the unknown
but she never knows life power
as guide but cannot accept nor have faith in an absolute
meaning
in his conclusion frost suggests man might do
better without a mysterious meaning As leaving more to
nature and happy chance
he means that man must do as
nature sacrifice to create life
maples search leaves her fruitless As a secretary
though her
she only copies words of anothers creation
secretarial position leads to marriage she produces no
As she tells her husband of the maple leaf in the
seed
she does not
bible she recalls the words wave offering
read of the sacrificial
sacri
fical rite of the feast of the passover
sacrifical
she does not see her origin in her mothers sacrifice yet
and
she knows her mother died by giving her birth
though she read of sacrifice she still could understand
without suffering a death to give life without seed the
tree is barren
life power yields a desire that creates lehi in
contrast to maple focuses on seed his desire represents
the undying seed of power
after eating and being
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filled

with joy

lehis

desire is not quenched but
expands
the contradiction adequately represents desire
and power
continuallythat
for lehi seeks immortality continually
continuall that
can only be achieved through a process of eternal birth
accordingly he urges his family to come and eat and he
grieves when two sons refuse
As lehis dream illustrates true power is eternal
he desires
lehi desires even after he eats the fruit
that his family eat then he watches group after group
some seek the tree halfheartedly
confront the tree
half heartedly
some eat and then leave the tree and some scorn those who
eat but the pattern is clear lehi desires more people
to eat the fruit
lehis desire has led him through a
wasteland into the heart of the tree
desire enables
transformation and creation

yt

death yields life power
lehi achieves life power because he experiences
through confrontation with the
concealed death
wilderness lehi awakens to a death sphere
death as
precisely so for
proceeds
eeds life
tree mythology reveals prec
lehi for he follows a lifeguide
life guide man in white through
the depths of infinity to achieve ultimate existence
cultures generally accept death as power but unlike
fearing death
lehi they grant death power over them
man seeks safety in the crowd
unwittingly maple sets
herself apart from others only to remove herself from the
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girard explains that man in
the crowd
his desperation to maintain the status quo conceals the
death and violence within his soul avoiding personal
transformation maple avoids death consequently she
never has power to create
for death is life power no matter how temporary no
matter how mortal the moment of eternity brings life
the moment opens the symbol mans eye pierces the center
of darkness and light man sees as does lehi the process
symbol and jjoin
oin
oln

of eternal birth

returning to mortality lehi has obtained power to
create life renewed he gives his descendents a death to
to tree pattern that creates
wildernesstotree
life myth the wilderness
cultural life
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chapter four

vision

suffering the symbolic tree of eternal

becoming

profound
0
the bodhisattva subhuti said
one
perfect
venerable
the
is
transcendental
j
wisdom
and the venerable one replied
abysmally
profound like the space of the universe 0
Subh
subhuti
uti is the perfect transcendental wisdom
to be attained
subhuti said again
difficult
through awakening is the perfect transcendental
wisdom 0 venerable one
to which the venerable one replied
is
that
subhuti
the reason 0 Subh
uti why no one ever attains

it

through awakening

campbell

cutting down the tree of the cosmos is not
refusing to see it but rather seeing it in the

self

lehis tree

truly sees
Bag havad gita
baghavad

he who sees so

suffering to

know

the self

anciently man sought the sanctity of trees for they
bestowed oracular truths
beneath great oaks or other
trees prophets listened to the secrets of the rustling
leaves and brought life to themselves and their people
similarly lehi travels to a supreme and light tree of
life and gains life for himself and his family
yet lehi does not travel to a physically living
tree he achieves his reward through vision though he
expresses his dream as sequential images of opposition
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his achievement surpasses opposition and transcends mere
dream
for dream belongs solely to an individual for the
duration of the dream state upon awaking the dreamer
grasps at an ethereal substance
to the dreamer dream
vanishes
to a dreamers audience dream is but
expression of distant experience
lehis vision however is poetic seed through which
he achieves rebirth
in distinguishing between reverie
and poetry bachelard concludes that in the end those
documents formed by reverie are the most propitious matter
159
to fashion into poems
reverie 158
158159
like poetry
the dream as poetic seed transcends origin through
poetry constantly surpasses its origins and
suffering
because it suffers more deeply in ecstasy or in sorrow it
space xxxvi
As with poetry
retains greater freedom
vision provides limitless transformations of freedom
in the transcendence of vision lehi communes with a
life power bachelard explains that one who goes to the
bottom of reverie rediscovers natural reverie a reverie
of the original dreamer
the world is no longer mute
reverie 188 the vision renews lehi and ensures renewal
of his seed after vision lehi returns to his family to
a
becomes
bestow them with life power
vision
lehis
transformation of being
in vision lehi suffers the
be
comings
limitless transformations of eternal becomings
11 1
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lehis

transformational sphere dream vision or reve
reverie
reverle
rie
although the terms dream vision or reverie can be
used rather loosely to describe lehis experience 1I feel
lehis use of the terms dream or vision indicate what
1
a
says
bachelard calls
I have
reverie of life
lehi
dreamed a dream or in other words 1I have seen a vision
1I favor the label reverie
1 nephi 82
because lehi
indicates the experience combined qualities of both dream
and visiona
vision a paradoxical combination when 1I call lehis
experience vision 1I mean an experience with the power of
bachelardian
ardian reverie for vision extends beyond life
the Bachel
while dream in the freudian sense is a product of the
dreamers past freud closed his interpretation of dreams
with the following rejection of prophecy
and the value of dreams for giving us knowledge
of the future
there iss of course no question

of that it would be truer to say instead that
they give us knowledge of the past for dreams
are derived from the past in every sense
nevertheless the ancient belief that dreams
foretell the future is not wholly devoid of

picturing our wishes as fulfilled
dreams are after all leading us into the
but this future which the dreamer
future
pictures as present has been moulded by his

truth

by
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indestructible wish into
559
660
559660
the past

a

perfect likeness of

mormon
book
of
the
the
lehis
dreams literary context seem strongly born of the past
the book of mormon begins with nephi recounting the
preservation of their family from the destruction of
jerusalem god commands them to carry the brass plates a
history and genealogy of their fathers and the law of
moses
and as nephi and his brothers attempt to secure
the records despite life threats nephi encourages them
to be strong like unto moses for the lord is able to
deliver us even as our fathers and to destroy laban even
3
4
1
1
see
nephi
as the egyptians 1 nephi 42
also
14
423
lehis dream begins as a coherent dream with an
past present image the wilderness
especially pastpresent
lehi
brings his family out of a flourishing civilization to
face the wilderness a seeming dearth
the family faces
destruction more immediately here than in jerusalem at
times the sons cannot find animals for food and they break

both

their

dream world and

bows

family has other concerns as great as finding
food for their family the sons risk their lives obtaining
the record that contains their genealogy history and the
by
nephi
law
beaten
faithless brothers
is
first
because of his confidence in his fathers counsel again

lehis

0
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as the brothers return with ishmaels household many
rebel and seek to kill nephi
both of these journeys spawn rebellions based on
man
s
a
being
visionary
the wilderness context
lehl
lehi
lehis
carries threats for lehi and his family in many ways
they face the challenge of getting food but lehis
visionary nature is a subject as delicate and life

threatening as is survival in addition to surviving in
the wilderness lehi must prepare for future generations
as well
lehi must obtain the records and receives the
directive to bring ishmaels family that they might raise
up seed unto the lord in the land of promise
1 nephi

71
although the wilderness brings concerns for lehi
these concerns are dream material that does not fully
A freudian dream analysis
explain the power of vision
would require that 1I look at lehis dream in relation to
his surroundings such as lehis wilderness journey and
life in jerusalem the analysis seeks to illuminate a
persons thoughts and physical experience by analyzing
such an analysis might prove
associations
valuable but 1I do not have the man lehi before us nor
can 1I follow his dream thoughts
image

suffering
an
vision
isolated
visionan

lehis
vision

a

intensity he labels
suffering
depth jouvre calls suf
lehi has seen a
ering
dream

is

marked by an
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vision in

highly poetic sense

bachelard would call his
experience a reverie for his vision gives birth and
meaning to a culture to people wwithin
athin
ithin the culture and
most intensely to the dreamer
while lehis first vision
recorded in the book of mormon sends his family and
ishmaels family out of jerusalem to the wilderness his
new
dream of the life tree foretells the Le
lehites
lekites
life in
hites
a new land
through vision lehi experiences intense suffering an
experience often talked about yet rarely defined eliade
defines suffering as an event as a historical fact to
suffering brought on by a cosmic catastrophe drought
by an invasion
incendiarism slavery
flood storm
by social injustices and so on
return
humiliation
a

96

eid
adels
Eli
eliades
better definition of intense suffering is eld
assertion that suffering is the consequence of a deviareturn 98
lehi is
tion in respect to the norm
A

indeed exiled from the norm
in lehis case he leaves
jerusalem
chas tizes jerusalem for its
because lehi chastizes
chastises
lehi
decadence the jews ostracize and seek to kill him

furthers his isolation by escaping to the wilderness his
isolation from society and family creates a suffering
preparatory to life according to frye
the root idea of pathos is the exclusion of an
individual on our own level from a social group
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to which he is trying to belong
hence the
central tradition of sophisticated pathos is the
study of the isolated mind the story of how
someone recognizably
bably like ourselves is broken by
recogni
recagni zably
a conflict between the inner and outer world
between imaginative reality and the sort of
reality which is established by a social
consensus
frye 39
I1

isolated lehi suffers solitary transcendence into
the limitless realm present or social reality is bound
in words and mortal limits of experience consciousness
as with society is obsessed with lives by and produces
by limits
visipn plunges
lehis exodus from society into vision
lm beyond limit necessary for life renewal
him into a rea
realm
this confrontation is suffering
this suffering exceeds the isolation of mind frye
discusses because the conflict is between the outer world
frye grasps
of social consensus and an unknown future
some of this beyond
beyondlifeorder
life order of suffering as he labels
more than
39
pathos a queer ghoulish emotion
emotional suffering lehis suffering encompasses a whole
man
mentally spiritually physically awakening mans
maleu
unconscious to possibilities of life in a death mileu
gashe
bashe defines such an existence as the nothingness of

possible potentialities

319

ek
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lehi

his family face the
unknown possibilities of the future
but in dream lehi
actualizes the highest suffering being more deeply into
a realm beyond
in dream wilderness lehi confronts the
unknown
the identity of impersonality an identity of
the possibility of being many identities the trace of
gashe 319
identity bashe
in the wilderness

and

the limitless causes suffering because it Is a death
sphere
lohere
an aware
when the mind confronts the limitless
consciousness confronts the death sphere of the
neumann defines death as the unconscious
unconscious
overwhelming the ego causing the ego to lose its power of
according to neumann
differentiation great mother 76
unconscious domination may result in a spiritual death
such as madness or even a physical death great mother
69

jung says that death confrontation
because it requires him to be crucified

terrifies

man

crucified with christ ie
suspended in a moral suffering equivalent to a
veritable crucifixion in practice this is only
possible up to a point and apart from that is
so unbearable and inimical to ilfe
1i
fe that the
ai
life
ordinary human being can afford to get into such
we

all

have to be
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a

state only occasionally in fact as

possible
for how could he
the face of such suffering

lehis

seldom as

remain ordinary in
alchemy
21
alch
aich

resembles the death sphere
because his consciousness experiences the limitless
during this conflict
darkness
lehi suffers a
dream

sphere

his ego kavels
tavels beyond limits and faces the
procreation sphere
unconscious a precreation
according to neumann lehi exists temporarily at the
when
suffering
death pole suf
ering the intensity of extremes
lehis consciousness confronts the unconscious the

crucifixion

conscious mind experiences extremes shown by lehis dream
images
the dark wilderness precedes its contrast and
at
his travel through waste precedes his intense prayer
the death pole neumann theorizes the extremes resemble
feeling and sense
each other in intensity color
because of these similarities and the continually changing
psyche
extremes can coincide or can at least shift into

another great mother 76
jouvre says the experiences of extremes frees poetry
he says that because poetry suffers in ecstasy or sorrow
it thereby surpasses origins likewise then in reverie
the matter of poetry because consciousness suffers
extremes of the unconscious it surpasses origins
in
lehis vision as in jouvres poetry intense suffering of
extremes frees lehi into the limitless
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lehis

suffering the limitless is a process of
transformation lehi describes his vision as a process of
intense suffering to achieve the fruit of a life tree
his vision is patterned as the structure of the tree
ron the dark material
from
fron
f rom
materia of roots to the mediator of
trunk to the branches that reach the light of the heavens
cook 7 11
lehl
lehi
lehisIs terms dark and dreary waste are
equivalent to the dark materia of roots the early penetration into the boundless lehis field is equivalent to
the mediator or trunk and lehis light fruit is
equivalent to branches reaching the light of the heavens
1I do not mean simply that leh
lehl1 goes through three distinct
lehi
stages of infinity
however lehis visionary images
beautifully explain his process of suffering different
facets of the infinite
lehis suffering begins when he penetrates the
center
lehis visionary images reveal a continual
when lehis images become and assume
transformation
varying degrees of their opposites lehi is forced to
undergo the limitless possibilities of infinity
the
11

wilderness becomes waste then field and then holiest
tree lehis emotions equally varying and intense range
from dreary despair to fervent prayer to the height of
joy lehis images and emotions reflect the nature of the
ultimate center
the images that change reflect a center
it
in
that changes nietzsche labels the center eternity
9
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being begins

each now

round each here turns the sphere

of there

the center is everywhere

eternity

marcuse 122

such an

bent is the path of

eternity is

by no means

static
jung

also

eternity is

calls the center eternity

and

says

quality predicated by the unconscious and
not a hypostasis
jung continues an analysis of dream
images that causes him to question whether symbols express
a

11

a mortal

or immortal sphere

the dream symbol raises the question of a
quality which leaves us in some doubt whether
the psychic phenomenon expressing itself in the
mandala is under the laws of space and time
the other center of personality lies on a
different plane from the ego since unlike this
it has the quality of eternity or relative
dreams 179
timelessness
9

thus the death sphere may not be a death sphere at
all often a seeming death sphere contains ultimate life
marcuse asserts that nietzsches transcendence into what
is traditionally called a death sphere is the total
affirmation of life
this is the total affirmation of
the life instincts repelling all escape and negation
the eternal return is the will and vision of an erotic
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attitude toward being for
ncidell
coincide
coi
col ancidell
I1

which

necessity and fulfillment

122

lehis

to attain the ultimate
center reveal the ultimate life possibilities of his soul
the wilderness and waste reveal the souls expanse and
emptiness the field enclosure and form also transforms
him and lehi begins to know the possibilities within
himself
just as traveling through waste is an expansion of
ego
s
egoconsciousness
consciousness
soul lehl
of
vision
his
f
reveals
lehi
field
leid
lehs
maturing
through
lehis efforts to pierce the
origin less thus the term iffield
leid carrying with it the
implications of self
seif cultivation is particularly appropriate
the images reveal a transformation of lehis
soul when lehi goes to the tree and eats its fruit his
soul rejoices for lehi discovers life power
images

that lead

him

I1

6

the

11

fruits

seed represents eternal birth

the transformation at the center of the soul is
powerful because it produces the seed of eternal birth
the light fruit
fruit of the tree the central dream image
yields the highest statement of eternal transformation
many mistakenly emphasize lehis tree of life and overlook
opuses
ocuses on the ffruit
tree
of
the
f
focuses
in
the ffact
lehi
act that
ruit
vision lehis fruit takes a central position and reveals
psychical intensity coincides with psychical
its value
value
the most intense elements are also the most
m

98

important ones those which form the centre point of the
dream thoughts
freud 365
in every sense the dream stresses power of fruit and
even interpreted as a mere dream the context
seed
reveals the fruit as the seed of life nephi prefaces his
fathers dream saying they had brought all manner of
seeds of every kind both of grain of every kind and also
of the seeds of fruit of every kind 1 nephi 81
lehi
sent his sons to bring ishmaels family that they might
raise up seed unto the lord in the land of promise 1
nephi 71
the fruit bearing tree represents fulfillment
of life survival through desert and immortality of lehi
and his family
yet the fruit yields life power for lehi because ita
iti

lehi dreams of fruit that opens itself
to him figuratively his gaze sheds the fruits shell
the experience could describe a transubstantiation into
absolute reality for lehi eats the fruit to obtain the
1
I
him
part
becomes
what
of
ultimate reality
lehi eats
canetti explains that ritual communion symbolically

is

beyond dream

gives

men

ultimate life

in

some

communion

rituals

the rite
a
they
dead
eat
secures the group against death
if
object they increase their power against death
in
higher religions the ordinance expands with the idea of
the most valuable aspect
increase of the faithful
members

mentally focus on

all future hunts
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is

the promise of revival and resurrection
may
113
114
food rituals similar to group communion
113114
the increase of
better describe lehis fruit experience
food is insured by a certain ritual of eating food being
originally thought of as something living canetti 114
part of the value of
both rituals are explicatory
the tree and fruit symbol is that they represent a
continual transformation while the tree seems static a
cross
cross section cut reveals circular growth rings
the
branches and the roots also grow out from the tree in a
circular manner by bearing seeds that become new tree
and fruit the fruit produces both eternal and endless
rebirth of fruit and tree thus lehi eats in symbolic
immortal ity he eats of
existence of more than static immortality
however

eternal birth
sum preme
eating the fruit gives lehi qualities of a sumpreme
god
his transubstantiation affirms his dream as
godwish
wish wherein lehi attains a portion of
actualizing a god
divinity
lehi describes the fruit of the tree with
superlatives because the fruitbearing
fruit bearing tree represents a
beyond mortal
sphere
lehi achieves
in vision
god wish reveals more
apotheosis
the dream seen as a godwish
than dream for apotheosis is a quality of the soul a
jung claims that the soul
function of the unconscious
manifests a hunger for apotheosis jung rejects christian
accusations that he has deified the soul saying not 1I
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alchemy 18
21
led it aich
but god himself has delf
delfied
deified
alch
deif
the
1821
self then contains a divine structure
according to jung dreams visions myth folklore
and literature demonstrate that the unconscious exists in
a sphere of eternity unbound by space and time
thus
though the dream vision or reverie may manifest itself
through the cloak of past images
the dream is vision
the structure of lehis self his personal revelation of
11

eternity
nietzsche calls such a transcendent moment the
eternal now marcuse interprets nietzsche as saying man
comes to himself only when the transcendence has been
when eternity has become present in the here
conquered
conqueredwhen
and now

122

shield of necessity
summit of being
star
starsummit
not reached by any wish
not soiled by any no
yes
of being
eternal
1I affirm you eternally
for 1I love you eternity
marcuse 122
123
122123

lehi exists in an eternal eternity
being
image
as
gehis
the
and
tree
tree
the
fuse
fruit
lehis
fruit
lifefruit
fruit as eternal becoming the tree bearing life
in vision
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eternally

the tree grows and the fruit continues
through it seeds that will bear both tree and fruit
thus the appropriateness of both leh
i s tree and
lehis
nietzsches circle lies in their ability to portray the
any
sphere
transformation or motion of the origin
originless
less
point on a circle in motion creates a center any point of
any point in a
a rotational sphere serves as center
fourth dimension harmonizing space and time is center
in visions in eternal moments the dreamer or hero exists
at the center
lehis eating the fruit of the life tree reveals a
beyond mortal power
eating the fruit opens to lehi the
creation power possible in reverie bachelard posits that
through reverie a dreamer obtains sacred power
grows

1I

a
on
put
our
us
back
in
reveries
front
let
familiar object then let us dream further yet

far even that we lose ourselves in our
object
oba ect
act
reveries when we want to know how an obj
might have found its name
reverie
sacra
from the beloved
sacralizes
lizes its object
familiar object to the sacred personal object it
reverie 36
is only a step
so

the power to create lies in the sphere beyond limits or
beyond name
that lehi achieves an image before it is
named once again indicates that his experience surpasses
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dream

and as bachelard

an object found

its

states the dreamer

may know how

name

prename
him
sphere
to
vision
takes
the
lehis
indeed lehi never says the tree of life but rather the
name
as
tree or a tree or the fruit of the tree
its
the tree of life comes from the editor probably from
LDS
from
and
descendents
the
culture
lehis
the tree beyond name exists in the sacred sphere
lehis tree for him a visionary reality becomes a sacred
symbol to his descendents
they receive and rever the
sacred tree the limit of the limitless the naming of the
indefinable
in the
briffault explains the power of the name
hindu faith briffault writes
the sacred word contains
potencies
cies for the sacred word expresses the one and
all poten
latent being every power of generation of preservation
15
and of destruction
he explains further that the
word symbolizing the originless
ori ginless contains power of
creation
11

in egypt to possess the knowledge of the sacred
name of god of the gods and of things animate
and inanimate was the magicians chief object in
easy
acquire
to
and
to
des
his
desire
is
life
it
lre
ire
understand for according to the beliefs of the
period it made him master of all the power of
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in persia the magic art
16
15
the science of names
1516

this

world

was

called

because lehi reaches the source beyond words
obtains the creation power of the tree and fruit

power
personal
powerspersonal
powerpersonal
creation powers
a

he

cultural renewal
whether he is conscious of it or not lehi approaches
significant dilemma
while he temporarily resides in
and

transcendence he has reached the source beyond words
yet his transcendence and the limit of name are mutually
exclusive lehi has achieved transcendent revelation that
must come visually
beyondthe
the
for the experience beyond
limitless and the limitation of words are so
limitlessand
yet his
contradictory that they cancel each other
concern even in vision is to bring his family to the tree
the enigma is that telling kills the vision but may
renew the culture
lehi returns to urge his family to
attain the trees fruit yet the tree lives only in a
beyond mortal sphere
lehi faces the challenge of
communicating the experience beyond words
his dilemma
significantly can only be partly solved the dilemma is
unsolved when he tells his family to seek the tree because
he cannot explain the trees full power
A tale of the
gerald McDer
motts the magic tree
mcdermotts

african

congo

words and

crystallizes the delicate tension

vision of the source beyond

A

between

rejected twin
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mavungu

leaves his home travels down the river and meets
a tree blocking any further passage
he pulls leaves and
strange voices speak
from each leaf is born a new
person
the final leaf becomes a beautiful princess who
mavungu marries the
gives mavungu strength and beauty
princess who pledges him to silence as to the source of
his power and happiness they live in joy until mavungu
longs for his mother and brother

visiting
he begins to

his mother desires his secret As
her the princess stares at him
her

mavungu

tell

stare silences his

time passes and mavungu again
longs for the company of his family
he returns to his
mother alone
this time he reveals the secret As he
speaks a metamorphosis occurs rendering him to his
words

original state
in fear he returns to the princess
only to find nothing
the village onlyto

and

revealing the nameless source mavungu kills the
transcendent
the folktale illustrates the fact that the
power of the magic tree lies beyond the world of limits
As mavungu discovered too late
and words
the wisdom
As mavungu speaks
beyond words and words cannot coexist
he is transformed to the weakness of mortality
he also
kills the transcendent
although awakening kills the vision lehi also solves
the enigma in the only possible manner when he counsels
lehite
his family to seek the tree his counsel renews the lehine
by
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culture

the culture cannot be restored unless the hero
rejects the personal liberation to return to his people
with the elixir of life
the trees power itself undergoes transformation in
lehis vision the tree lives although the tree dies in
mortality it engenders the culture with power
the life
tree endows man with transcendence in vision in
mortality
the symbolic transcendence empowers the
culture
achieving and communicating transcendence are
difficult lehis path toward the tree illustrates the
difficulty of achieving the transcendent tree his dream
also illustrates the reluctance of his two sons and others
to accept lehis tree
the novelist patrick white
illustrates the struggle for personal transcendence and
the difficulty of communicating that liberation in his
novel the tree of man
stan parker whites protagonist finally receives his
lifesought
life sought revelation at his death with the sun in his
eyes he sees its ultimate light
he walked slowly
looking at the incredible objects of the earth or at the
now
eyes
was
intangible blaze of sunlight
in
his
it
497
496
496497

at
A4

death

he

achieves

opposition power and vision
transcendence

a

revelation

through

his life culminates in
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believe he said in the cracks in the path
on which ants were massing struggling up over
an escarpment
but struggling
like the
painful sun in the icy sky
whirling and
whirling but struggling but joyful so much
so he was trembling
the sky was blurred now
As he stood waiting for the flesh to be loosened
on him he prayed for greater clarity and it
became obvious as a hand it was clear that one
oner
onel
and no other figure is the answer to all sums
1I

497

white also shows that the transcendent comes through
death to the individual alone although parker has fully
entered the light he must transcend alone his faithless
wife clings to her dying husband desperately seeking his
knowledge yet parker was unable to complete her further
sentence
the man left taking his greatness with him
498
499
498499
at his death parker illustrates the impossibility of
conveying the transcendence of the tree stan parker does
not communicate with anyone at the time of his death no
human word can

reveal

its

power

white emphasizes that man must travel to the tree
parkers grandson oppressed
himself to gain its truth
with the death in the house wanders out to a tree
for
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one can gain the

trees life

directly to the tree

knowledge only by going

suffering its death
white describes the transformation of the trees
power as he closes his novel
in the end there are the
trees
there the grandson wishes to write a poem and
white concludes that in the end there was no end 499
although the transcendent defies expression and
expression destroys the life tree naming the experience
may also enliven cultures
after the transformative
rev
revelation
revalation
alation of the soul lehi returns to encourage his
family to obtain the ultimate life
lehis expression
yet his family and
cannot in any way equal the vision
seed lives according to the life pattern prophesied in
his vision lehis life and vision are intimately bound
with the life of his sons he begins his vision narration
rejoicing
cing in nephi and sam and fears exceedingly because
rejoi
and

11

0

of laman and lemuel he concludes saying laman and lemuel
did not eat the fruit he exceedingly feared for laman
and lemuel yea he feared that they should be cast off
from the presence of the lord
lehis vision shows that to achieve the life tree
his seed must follow his pattern
lehis vision shows
that lehi suffered intensely to obtain the trees fruit
As his dream continues
his
hi s immediate and then distant
As others approach the tree
family confront the tree
yet
as
he
sees
just
he
suffering
decreases
that
lehis
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had to

suffer each individual must suffer beyond darkness

to obtain the fruit of immortal joy
the book of mormon also illustrates instances of
those who
lehis seed following lehis pattern
experience the visionary power use lehis language they
echo lehis words
his son nephi envisions a tree like
unto the tree which my father had seen and the beauty
year exceeding of all beauty and
thereof was far beyond yea
the whiteness thereof did exceed the whiteness of the
alma a later descendent of
driven snow 1 nephi 118
lehi compares the word unto a seed alma encourages the
people to nourish the tree that it shall be a tree
springing up unto everlasting life
he continues
because of your diligence and your faith and
your patience with the word in nourishing it

that it may take root in you behold by and by
ye shall pluck the fruit thereof which is most
precious which is sweet above all that is
sweet and which is white above all that is
white yea and pure above all that is pure
alma 3242

tree imagery he
counsels that if man will plant the word in his heart and
a
springing
become
tree
nourish it with faith
will
it
up in you unto everlasting life
3323
alma ends

0

this

sermon with the same

109

lehis

return from the sacred

though destroying the

transcendent empowers and directs the culture in vision
ending power
neverending
the tree represents never
in vision lehi
ori ginless though in mortality the ultimate tree dies
is originless
for lehi it lives immortally inviting man to surpass
mortality the tree yet lives and calls man to know its
secret of death and life
the culture names the tree because that is precisely
what they receive the named unnameable
until each
individual eats of the trees life fruit he will not know
the ultimate life cycle

lehis

ing into liberation nourishes eternal
suffering
suffer

becoming
becomi
beconi

lehi has suffered intense vision to obtain the life
of the tree for in vision he gains the power of the life
tree lehi knows as does mavungu that he who plucks the
leaves of the tree may hear the voices that speak beyond
words
lehi knows that in dream he who gazes intently at
the covered fruit may shed its burr
like shell and feast
burrlike
on its joy
lehi knows that by eating the life fruit he
satisfies his desire while increasing his desire and
lehi experiences the revelation of death for at death
though the man stan parker has gone with his secret the
tree extends itself to those strong enough to see
in vision lehi nourishes himself with the fruit of
immortal joy
the beginning of life is the beginning of
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thus pierre albertbirot
albert birot suggests that we live
the happiness of adam
I feel that the world enters me
like the fruits 1I eat yes truly 1I nourish myself with
by leaving the
bachelard reverie 154
the world
visionary sphere lehi destroys the transcendent life
power of the tree
and though eternity fades as it dies
man
a
gives
to
to
birth
birth
culture and birth to
it
a dream

1

new

eternities

ill
lii
chapter five
conclusion

there were the trees the
boy walking through them with his head drooping
as he increased in stature
putting out shoots
so that in the end there
of green thought
so

that in the

end

was no end

patrick white
although 1I label lehis dream a wilderness
to tree
wildernesstotree
metamorphosis the tree of life is more than a mere
expression of transformation for lehis tree is a living
symbol

and

that

keys

lehi effectually creates a culture
structure of a viable contemporary

renews

the

scripture
to understand the symbols poetry and life power we
must undergo the experience of the tree
1I feel that
experience is the only adequate approach to true criticism
and understanding of a living and life giving symbol
folklorist austin fife suggests that careful criticism of
paul de
ones own culture leads to understanding 236
mann also encourages study of the observers culture
As
noted earlier de mann asserts that prior to making any
valid statement about a distant society the observing
subject must be as clear as possible about his own 7
1I take a similar approach to the tree because 1I seek to
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statement about lehi
lehl
lehiss tree a tree of a distant
society while at the same time 1I speak of lehis tree
today a symbol for the LDS culture by studying a living
1I learn of its creation
symbol
mine yet not mine
by
traveling to lehis tree through careful reading and
writing about it 1I experience and unveil the experience
of the tree of life
my thesis accordingly attempts the experience of the
tree my reading of lehis dream indicates the following
pattern lehi travels a polemic course toward the tree
confronts death and by desiring opens the symbol to his
inner vision my three chapters grow out of this pattern
in chapter 2 opposition 1I follow the journey to the
power
3
tree in chapter
death is unveiled as the key
we
power
4
e
to 1life
chapter
pierce the
vision
in
ilfe
if
center of the symbolic tree through inner vision
by following lehis pattern 1I find in chapter 2 that
the opposition principle reveals a structure of mythic
1I do not know if opposition as a way of
creation
mythically
cognition stands as any valid dialectic
opposition enables birth and growth of
however
consciousness
the first step of creation is the
manifestation of opposites usually a concrete light
object such as the moon against darkness creation or
conscious growth then continues as man gains knowledge
by explaining his
through a structure of opposition
make a

6

I1

113

dream as extreme images

and

reality of his
in chapter

3

lehi can express the intensity

beyond words experience
we

see duality in the

trees

connection

with life and death symbolism
the tree represents a
highly visible life meaning yet conceals its death
representation
mythic
lehi confronts and overcomes a imythic
death which he labels a dark and dreary waste that is
the seedbed of the life tree lehis dream images express
a transformation of soul
only after lehi confronts and
overcomes mythical death can he understand and gain the
11

trees

power

in chapter 4 we see that the death confrontation
allows lehi to pierce the center of the symbol
frye

calls this experience isolation a term synonymous with
suffering
personal
with
increases
the
that
when lehi awakes
inarticulateness of the victim 39
he recounts

his suffering as

transformation of darkness
the requisite suffering of
a

to light tree
darkness eventually yields a complex desire that is not
only filled but also increased
renewed lehi awakes to urge his family to accept his
experience
his account becomes a myth in eliades sense
of a true story that holds a people together by standing
as a pillar or world view for his family and subsequent
generations lehis dream creates a culture
the tree
waste
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dream continues

to live as the key to the structure of the

book of mormon

lehis

desire

awakened in dream

creates

when paul

the actuality of renewal is perhaps
predicated on an obsession he cannot be closer to the
truth
lehis fruit containing potential fruit
ever renewing
signifies power because it contains an everrenewing
de

mann

says

desire
though paul de mann speaks of the questionable nature

whether people
of renewal renewal needs no proof
consciously understand or accept the tree as a life
meaning the tree will continue giving life
the tree
challenges us to seek it we thereby realize our desires
accepting a symbol as mask
and come to know our souls

yields no fruit
the tree requires selftransformation
self
transformation
that brings self knowledge
the tree of life cannot be dismissed as mere symbolic
expression
for the tree gives life lehis tree is a
living symbol that expresses the nonverbal renews lehi
effectually creates a culture and keys the structure of a
contemporary scripture
and perhaps more
viable
importantly through this study
rebirth ing
for me a personal rebirthing

lehis tree

has become
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ABSTRACT

the significance of lehis life tree is that it gives
nonverbal renews lehi
life lehis tree aexpresses the
effectually creates cultures
culture and keys the structure of a
literary viable and contemporary scripture my thesis
chapters grow out of my reading of myth tree mythology
1I see lehi 1
and lehis dream
traveling a polemic
course toward the tree 2 confronting the trees death
opening the symbol to his inner
and 3 by suffering
vision
a
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dream
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first
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wilderness vs a man in white suggest the birth of mythic
creation by traveling through and reconciling opposites
lehi eventually achieves mythic fulfillment and eats the
fruit of immortal joy
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meaning
represents
highly
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visible
life
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yet conceals its death meaning only after lehi overcomes
a mythical death can he understand and gain the trees
life power
death confrontation suggests that he in
lehis
the requisite
isolation suffers a limitless sphere
suffering eventually yields a complex desire that is not
only filled but also increases
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